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work. I planted a pair of apple trees in
my front garden three years ago.

Apples are fabulous value plants offering
stunning spring blossom and wonderful
fruits in autumn. The two trees, pollinating
partners sourced bare root from a reputable
nursery, were planted as an experiment
just 24in (60cm) apart. My aim was to grow
‘one’ tree when mature, with the stems
touching and the branches interweaving to
offer two varieties on a single crown.

Both grew vigorously the first year, butin
the winter of 2015/16 canker appeared on a
branch of one variety. It was a structural
branch, butI cut it out completely for the
sake of the tree’s health, and planned to

S OMETIMES gardening ideasjust don't

Get in touchl B amateurgardening@timeinc.com

B Westover House, West Quay Road,
Poole Dorset BH15 1IG

= © 01202 440840

M Cover picture: Helenium / GAP

" Lditor’s letter

Awmateur

A48 Grow perennials

13

10
14
16
19

train another branch toreplace it.
Both trees gave their first crop — a good
one —last autumn. Then I spotted more

SUBSCRIBE!

and SAVE up to

569%
0330 3331113

and quote: 11XP or go to

“B amateurgardeningsubs.co.uk/11XP

T—

&4 Practical

10 + tips to save you money on
gardening over the year

House plant care plus planting out
forced Christmas bulbs

Start weeding now! Plus protect
new plant shoots from frost

Repot a container-grown blueberry,
plus sow brassicas

How to sow and grow your free
Lobelia ‘Cambridge Blue’ seeds

Features

Follow our guide to creating a
dream exotic style garden

Disease resistent impatiens to
replace our beloved Busy Lizzies

Anne Swithinbank on growing a
range of garden perennials

Try our border flower
combinations for spring colour

Expert advice

Peter Seabrook
The latest plant developments

Anne Swithinbank
Repotting a Ficus benjamina

Lucy Chamberlain
Sow herbs, warm the soil

Bob Flowerdew
Planting onions, garlic, leeks

canker on the pruned tree — this time on the 2 o Graham Clarke

trunk in two places, with signs of a third Lizards in the garden
infection at the graft point. With single or

minor canker infections on otherwise 22 ga;;tyn Cox d cleani
healthy trees you can cut out infected tissue Lib care, pond cleaning
and the tree will recover. But the number of 37 Christine Walkden
weeping sores, and the proximity of the How to grow cauliflowers
other tree focused my attention.

The infection could spread to the healthy 6 7 ITI:I:c‘l’eil:)cflfdz?li lants
treeit’s cuddling up to, so my only course of youngp
action is to remove and dispose of the sickly
tree. It ruins my experiment, but I'd rather Regulars

have one healthy tree than two dead ones.
Have a great gardening week.

46
50
61

Experts helpline:

Freephone
W © 0800 9159891
(12-1 Monday - Friday)

Buying a new cold frame? Read our
test results on four models

Teabreak puzzles and competitions
with £30 cash prize up for grabs

Ideas on how to make an enclosed
garden plot work for you
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TopTep

If aneighbourhasaplant
youadmire, askif you can
takea cutting, or swapit l ‘
withoneofyoursthat =/
theylike! ﬁ‘ﬂ

B

Compost, cuttings and
seeds — simple ways &
of saving pennies

All Timelnc.

i

AVE you seen the price of plants,
fertiliser, pesticides and compost
these days? For a supposedly
relaxing pastime, gardening can
give the bank balance a bit of a beating.

But it need not be like that, and there are
many simple ways to save money
without cutting corners, and
still get great results from
your plants.

Reusing and recycling
materials doesn't just
make environmental
sense, itis a sensible
economic approach too.

Plastic food containers
are excellent seed trays,
polystyrene can be broken
up to use as lightweight crocks
at the bottom of containers, and
the protective fleece around new electrical
gadgets can be used to warm soil and
protect tender plants.

Charity shops are a fertile hunting ground
for old clothes to garden in, as well as tools.

of drought

4 AMATEUR GARDENING 4 MARCH 2017
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Gardening on a budg
Ruth suggests some simple ways of making sure your
horticultural habit doesn’t break the bank

| Washing up water | :
canbe used in times FEEES

T Brighten your garden

with AG’s free seeds \ * D}Vldlng
W kitchen

herb pots

Two plants from a supermarket one!

A : ‘; \ : i b - .
nt * . 3 d "
Remove the plant from its

protective packaging, water it well
and leave it standing, to drain.

oA

Put a layer of fresh multi-purpose
et or John Innes No 2 compost in the
bottom of two 5in (12.7cm) pots.

And just as we're advised not to go food
shopping when we're hungry — sowe don't
buy food unnecessarily — we should never
buy plants on impulse (what, never?!).

Look around your garden, see what you
need, and then buy. Even better, grow from
seed and cuttings — it takes a bit :
longer, but saves you pounds. Using your thumbs, carefully tease
Similarly, if you're growing apart the herb'’s rootball, making
\  veggies, only grow ones you sure there are roots in each division.

% knowyoulleat. Choose

% crops that store well

(onions, potatoes), that

have long harvesting

seasons (cut-and-come-
again salads), and are
versatile and relatively easy
(tomatoes, cucumbers).
Another easy way of saving
cash is by never missing out on our
weekly advice and seasonal free seeds. You

can take out an annual subscription to AG Set each new plant in a pot, infill
for aslittle as £1 an issue. Call ® 0330 333 with more fresh compost, water
4333, or go online at “f) magazinesdirect. again, and stand on a light windowsill.

com and search for Amateur Gardening.



Imporlam [esl: Avoid wasting money on ﬂ

plants that won't thrive in your soil, by doing a
simple soil test in the area you're going to plant.

Nine easy ideas to save you money

Reuse, recycle, an

d grow your own, to keep your pennies safely in your pocket!

) 4

o
-l LA g

Compost is expensive, so make your Take cuttings. Here, I'm taking ‘basal’ Collect seeds from your favourite

own from garden waste, and fresh fruit cuttings from lupins in spring. Cut a plants. Take them when they are ripe,
and veggie peelings. It will soon rot down piece of growth from the base, just under dry them, and store them somewhere cool
and create a nutritious, crumbly mass. the soil, with roots attached, and pot it up. and dry, until next spring.

A—

REALLY

RICH, RO
Divide overgrown perennials to make As long as the compost is fresh, Install as many water butts as possible,
more. Dig them up and split them, seedlings and cuttings are happy in especially if you are on a water meter.
making sure each section has healthy roots  any pot. Last year I raised courgettes from  DIY stores and water companies do good
attached. Replant, firm in, and water well. seeds planted in old coffee pouches! deals, and butts come in different sizes.

Shop online — many garden centres will Get to know the plantsmen at your local Save money on pest control. Catch
deliver for free if you spend more than market. The plants are often cheaper slugs and snails in beer traps, deter
a certain amount, and have discount codes  than elsewhere, and the stallholders will them with crushed egg shells, ash or coffee
for first orders, as well as loyalty schemes.  have a wealth of knowledge to share. grounds around vulnerable plants.

4MARCH 2017 AMATEUR GARDENING 5



Save £5 O
on RRP

Sweet Pea Apple
and Blackberry £

EXCLUSIVE to Unwins \ :

v Less than 18p per plant.

v/ Highly scented.

v Grown in the UK.

v/ Birilliant for covering walls & fences.
v A fantastic cut flower.

v A minimum of 45 plants in
9 multi-sown modules.

v Your Sweet Peas come in a
reusable FREE micro-propagator.

v Despatched ready to plant
from Mid-Mar — late Apr.

To successfully grow
Sweet Peas and cut them
ready for indoor colour,
we recommend:

Unwins Micro Snips 1090-2168 £2.99
1kg Sweet Pea Fertiliser 1090-4060 £6.95

OUR 100%

3 EASY WWW.UNWins.co.uk/SPAAGX2 : >!'FACTION GUARANTEE

We guarantee everything we sell. If you are not

WAYS TO w . . satisfied with one of our products at the time you
ORDER ‘@ 0 8 4 4 57 3 8371 HnV\i[l_nS,dA|C%"é)2USW4E¢1 receive it, or if it does not perform to your satisfaction,
untingdon

let us know and we will replace or refund

Post to: Unwins, Alconbury Hill, Huntingdon, PE28 4HY ~ Name: (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Please send me: Code Qty | Price |Total Price Delivery Address:
9 cell plug plants — P .
£12.89 ostcode:
Sweet Pea Apple & 5116-9055 £7 ;39
Blackberry SAVE £5 : Telephone: Email:
Unwins Micro Snips 1090-2168 £2.99 i
ko Swet Poa Fertil 10902000 6,95 | enclose my cheque made payable to Unwins O . PayPal
g Sweet Pea Fertiliser - : Debit my VISA O Mastercard 0 Maestro 0 option available online
*Quoting code ASPAAGX2 when ordering or | P&P £4.95 Please send me
enter it in the ‘redeem voucher’ panel in your Card No: i
on-line shopping basket. Total cost gthIREE Ltjn(\leIf'IlS
, — — Start Date: / End Date: / atalogue today:
Offer subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer from \:‘
Unwins. One discount only, valid on Sweet Pea Apple and Blacléggr‘;,ye%ggé%wgzss ‘Hcarrgl\j/ivsre. Issue No (Debit Cards Oriy): CVV (3 digit code on reverse of card):

debit cards charged at time of (Tick box)

[ J
ordel[jing. fleaset }ick oif yofuf Name on Card: Visit unwins.co.uk
would prefer not to receive offers
unwms other than from our Company. Signature: Call 0844 573 8371
Offer valid until 1/03/2017. 9 .
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Temperature canstill drop ,
belowzero, sodon'tleave g
plantsonwindowsills = =
overnight, as drawn

curtains will trap
: cold air.

Deadhead regularl for

| more flowers ' 7

& Restart regular watering and
- feeding of houseplants

All Timelnc.

Preparmg houseplants

Check your houseplants before spring growth, says Ruth

PART from varieties grown to be in

flower over the Christmas period,

most houseplants go into

dormancy in winter, requiring
little water and no feeding.

As the days begin to lengthen and
temperatures rise, they start back into
growth, and it is worth giving plants a
once-over now to check they are healthy
and pest free before they really get into
their growing groove.

Houseplants can be susceptible to a

Let the leaves die back E
naturally so the bulbs
gl reabsorb their

nutrients

Planting out spent
forced hyacinths

Finally label the bulbs, so that you won't
dig them up accidentally when the
leaves have died back.

wide range of pests including aphids,
mealybugs, scale insects and glasshouse
red spider mites. Most of these can be
countered by spraying with insecticide,
but scale insects can be more tricky as the
adults are protected by a hard shell. Pick
off leaves if not too many are affected.

Resume regular watering, and feed
plants once a fortnight. A liquid fertiliser
added to water is best - never apply it
directly to dry compost as it will burn the
plants’ roots.

Cut away any remaining fading flower
heads. If you keep them intact, the plant
will waste energy setting seed.

Infill with a mix of soil and fresh
compost. Water well, and don't let the
bulbs dry out while the greenery dies back.

Greenhouse care

Watch out for re-emerging pests

y S

I Hang traps for whitefly and aphids

M As the days grow (hopefully!)
warmer, the mercury will be starting to
rise in the greenhouse, so check plants
that have been overwintering there.

W Water any that are starting to
wilt, and don't forget to feed your
citrus plants, making sure you don't
overwater them.

M Pests will start to multiply as it gets
warmer, so hang flypapers around
the greenhouse, and check for other
unwanted residents.

B Don't be caught out by the apparent
appearance of spring. You can open
doors, windows and vents on warmer
days, and unwrap fleece from around
plants, but remember to shut openings
and re-wrap sensitive plants at night
when temperatures can drop sharply.

Dig a hole as deep as the bulbs, and
wide enough to take all their roots.

Gently tease out the roots before planting.

Mulch the bulbs. This adds nutrients
to the soil to feed the bulbs for next
year's flowers, and helps retain moisture.

4MARCH 2017 AMATEUR GARDENING 7




Gi¥dening Week £

Wl'th AG Jgandemng 8)6/?8”6 Puéh Hé\ly&f ................................................................................. .
Spruce up hard surfaces

It's time to tackle grime and moss on your patios, steps, and paths, says Ruth

WINTER of wind and rain has left
our patio looking anything but | ¢ A
inviting. Moss and weeds are ‘ ' Use a hoe to uproot
starting to grow in between the T # Weedsand other
paving and at the sides where it meets the ; ) debris
house, and dangerously slippery green
algae is developing in more shaded areas.

Debris is also starting to gather in
drainage channels, which could cause
blockages and flooding in heavy rain, and
provide a refuge for unwanted pests.

There are several ways of tackling patio
grime. A wide range of cleaning agents
and weedkillers are available from
homeware stores and DIY merchants, or
you could also use the organic option of
water pressure and elbow grease.

I'm going down the latter route as I
prefer not to use chemicals. I started by
using a hoe to uproot weeds and dislodge . A%
moss in between the paving bricks, and N %
then ran it along the edge of the patio, - T Tt
and in the drainage channels, collecting : 079 (/9
the rubbish as I went. -

The debris went on the compost (after - Thereare effective chemical
I had fished out any lurking slugs, snails treatments for algae on
and other unwanted pests), and I finished \ pavingand wood patios, but
the job using a small domestic pressure - theytaketime andyoull
washer. These are excellent gadgets that Sl Gl vgeeds
come in a range of sizes and prices, and CHONEEEC TS

. 2 Pressure washers get rid of
can also be used to clean decking, paths ' ' Mg most of the grime
and steps, cars and garden furniture. 3 -

All Timelnc.

Protect young shoots as they emerge

THE milder weather heralds the re- feed the soil too. Don't cover the whole
emergence of border perennials from their crown, as this can cause moisture to sit,
dormancy and protective piles of mulch. and cause the plant to rot.

They are a welcome reminder that Penstemons are left uncut through

spring is on its way, but young
shoots are extremely tender
and need protecting from late
frosts and pests.
Plastic cloches are a good
way of protecting new
shoots, but they need to be
anchored as they can blow
away in windy weather.
Tunnel fleece cloches can be
used to cover more than one plant

winter to protect new shoots. It
& isstill too early to cut them
% backunless your garden
2 is extremely mild and
i sheltered, so leave them
standing until late April.
Young shoots are a

tempting feast for pests,
including slugs and snails,
rabbits, deer, pigeons and mice.
You can deter slugs with pellets

Mulch shoots :-}" a®

to feed and

but, again, should be firmly secured. or a protective circle of gravel or other
You can also protect new shoots by rough materials. Cloches and netting can

mulching around the crown of the be used to keep away larger predators, but

emerging plant. This will keep the soil remove them once flowers start to form to

slightly warmer, help retain moisture and  allow pollinators to get to them.

8 AMATEUR GARDENING 4 MARCH 2017



SAVE £10.00 On Elegant & Evergreen LSl
Italian Cypresses... Less Than £10 Each! '

J-f{-"' 1"‘1-,2"_**' Y
Two Tall Italian Cypress "'t;”-'i:i
Trees... Easy To Grow i@
AND Great Value Too! & &

Treat yourself to a pair of these
gorgeous Mediterranean beauties!

With their elegant, pencil-thin form, these
spectacular architectural conifers will

look simply stunning framing your door or
gateway, or in a well-positioned terracotta
pot. These slender, manageable beauties

are slow-growing, so won't get out of hand
— you can even grow them on your patio!
Completely hardy and evergreen, they thrive
here in the UK and will look magnificent

all year round ... whatever the weather!
Supplied as 4-5ft tall, well-established trees,
representing unbeatable value for money!
Order now while stocks last!

o INCREDIBLE VALUE!
Less than £10 each!

® Tall and slender for
dramatic instant impact

® Stunning in pots framing
a door or gateway

® Completely hardy and
very easy to manage

+P&P

" SAVE £10.00!
1 U

® Supplied as 1.2-1.4m A — a6 1
HARDY A O Your Cypress trees within just a few seasons... c&
tall potted trees — P ) =
. 35; i The perfect pair for doors and gateways! A i
Pail‘ Of Italian Cypl'eSS Tl'eeS — f ‘ *Pots not included. Image shows mature plants. See website for photos ofﬁléngs-;as supplied.

Supplied as established 1.2-1.4m Tall Potted Trees
33% OFF ONLY £19.99 SAVE £10.00!

| Supplied as 1.2-
1.4m tall, well-

SAVE £3.00! Pair of
3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER NOW! established trees ';ullpa 1 31" Diameter
ici These slender quare Planters
1 V|S|t YOUGarden.Com/AG385 architectural Classic square planters

N made from strong durable
beauties are totally plastic and hand-wash-

hardy, slow-growing painted in silver. Perfect for
and easy to manage! your Cypress Trees!

Item Code NOW . B 3
130152 ONLY £6 o — N

2 Phone 0844 6 569 569 Ac3ss

Calls cost 5p per min plus your network's access charge.

3 By post using coupon below

Offer AG385, YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden Ltd 2017
L
YOUR ORDER DETAILS YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS YOUR DELIVERY DETAILS g
[tem | Description Price | Qty| Subtotal I enclose a cheque/Postal Order payable M . -
r/Mrs/Ms/Miss Initial
Pair of Italian Cypress Trees 33% OFF! to YouGarden (rTame & address on back) for Ei
510154 1.2-1.4m Tall Potted Trees — SAVE £10.00! £19.99 (erdd;‘arge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card Surname
ar 0.
These SPECIAL OFFERS go perfectly with your Italian Cypress Trees ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Address
130152 | Pair of Tulipa 11" Diameter Square Planters SAVE £3.00 | £6.99
100048 | Blooming Fast Superior Soluble Fertiliser 750g SAVE £3.00! | £9.99 Start Date Expiry Date Issue No. ~ Security Code Postcode
JOIN THE YOUGARDEN CLUB TODAY! ’ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ Email
820001 | SAVE 10% on EVERY ITEM you order! £5.00 mal
Was £20 - NOW 75% OFF... SAVING £15.00! My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you! . Tel
A 3 . 11f you're not totally happy with your order, return [ Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from us.
Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined the YouGarden Club it within 30 days and we'll replace or refund in full. Yes, | would like to sign-up to the FREE YouGarden Newsletter.
Add PP&l| £6.99 2 Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter, - = © YouGarden Limited 2017.
Offer subject to availability and in the event that this offer is - we'll replace free of charge. s y
ove.rsubscrihed,we reserve the right to send;uitahle substitutes. . GOLD Yol h the P&P. %/ :
Delivery to UK only and a £6.00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode TOTAL TRUSTED MERCHANT OUL ISESE - —AD CODE — % 1 FO T .Y
areas: AB, BT, DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50, ORDER Kk kA Peter McDermott, Y&‘r&r = (ll ( ( ll
TR21-25 & ZE. See website for full terms & conditions. *Pots not included. VALUE feefo=> Head Gardener ’ A G 3 8 5
Image shows mature plants. See website for photos of plants as supplied. | AN
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PureBlooms |

Pure Air
Pure Beauty

Pure Happiness

e T —— | y
Begonia ‘Dreams’ is an example of how branding
will be using more descriptive names.

4| Gerbera join peace lily (Spathiphyllum), spider
plant (Chlorophytum) and dracaena to be sold
as plants that absorb polluting chemicals in the air

Coming your way soon

Keep an eye out for new plants and new ways of marketing
them that could change the way we garden, says Peter

ARLY every year the [IPM

Horticultural Trade Show is held in

Essen, Germany to display all that is

new and best in plants, cut flowers
and horticultural production. This year there
were 1,600 exhibitors from close on 50
countries packing 13 cavernous halls. Here
we find the latest trends, ideas and novelties
that gardeners can expect to find in outlets
over the next year or two.

“There are scores of
new begonias that
flower non-stop”

Thereis a definite move to simplify plant
naming as growers and marketing people
are going for branding with descriptive
names. Good examples include :

B ‘Easy Care), for a new range of house plants
that survive with little attention;

10 AMATEUR GARDENING 4 MARCH 2017

Ml Begonia Dreams’, providing colour in the
garden we could only dream about before!;
M Air cleaning Gerbera ‘Pure;;

M Duo’s and Trio's where you get several
different plants in one pot;

M Herbs that come in Barbecue Mix and
Pizza Mix, consisting of three appropriate
herbs to give dishes a fresh flavour. They will
goon sale this spring.

The improved garden performance of
many new plantintroductions is remarkable.
There are, for example, scores of new
begonias that flower non-stop, are easy to
grow, will thrive in partial shade and three
series are sweetly scented. Begonia ‘Dreams’
comes with two information labels one
showing alady the other a man —itis time
more flowers were given to men apparently.

Inter species crossing of helleborus is
increasing the range of flower colour, getting
Christmasroses to flower for Christmas, with
larger, face up blooms on stiff stems.
Meanwhile research at NASA has shown that
gerbera are the best flowers, either in pots or
cut, to reduce polluting chemicals in the
home. Hence the new brand Gerbera ‘Pure’

Listen to Peter's
free podcast every
Thursday. Search for
'This Week In The
Garden with Peter
Seabrook’ on
iTunes

Peter’s top tips
for the shops

Trios are specially selected plants of
similar vigour that grow together in
one pot like these hydrangeas.

Beekenkamp Plants

Men enjoy flowers as much as
women so male models are to
feature on flowering plant labels

Garden pinks have been bred with
large carnation size flowers and
named ReCarnation.



v/ Fill 5 large punnetsthls ! Pl o " i AT
summer, approx 600 ' : : . 8

: : o 4y [ Strawberry
blueberries. i o &Ny WL Plants!
v/ Perfect for containers. ] i (WORTH £4.99) WITH
el O e ' ' \ EVERY FRUIT PLANT/
v Packed full of antioxidants. AN W RPN BUSH ORDER

3 . OVER £20
v/ Eat fresh or use in smoothies

and muffins.
v Fruit crops increase each year.
v Harvest: July-September.
v/ Height: 2m/8ft, Spread
1.5m/5ft (approx height).
v/ Established multi-stemmed

5 litre shrub standing
80cm/32in tall.

Despatched from late Feb.

GROW THE BEST

BLUEBERRIES WITH
Ericaceous Ericaceous
Plant Food Compost

1 application
lasts up to

A
RO

3 EASY marshalls- seeds.co. uk/B LUAGX1 sk pihogaet i ot
WAYS TO — our p‘ro.ducts at the time you receive
it, or if it does not perform to your SATISFACTION

M h || Al b H” satisfaction, let us know and we will
ORDE R \@ 0844 5 57 6791 er:imagdsbn ;OEQSLZ%Y I, re;tulacect)r refuad GUARANTEE

Post to: Marshalls, Alconbury Hill, Huntingdon, PE28 4HY  Name: (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Please send me: Code | Qty | Price |Total Price  Delivery Address:
Blueberry BlueGold 1x 5ltr pot ~ {1060-5670 £12.99 Postcode:
Gro-Sure Ericaceous Food 900g |1090-4054 £5.99 Telephone: Emal

| enclose my cheque made payable to Marshalls O ' PayPal

Eri t 301 1090-411 £5.99

ricaceous Compost 30 090-4115 Debit my VISA O Mastercard O Maestro O option available online
t('i?]uote QBLUAGX1hWhen ortljgering or entler itin | P&P £4.95 Card No:

e ‘redeem voucher’ panel in your on-line FREE Spring 2017 Marshalls
shopping basket. Total cost Start Date: / End Date: / (;atgmg%e OUT Now!

Please send me my FREE copy

Issue No (Debit Cards Only): CWV (3 digit code on reverse of card):
Marsh alls Namo on Card Sgrature [ oon
www.marshalls-seeds.co.uk

Offer subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer from Marshalls. See website for T&Cs. Credit/debit cards charged at
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ThlS is the last chance [z
to prune blueberries ,.'
before buds open ¢

Plump blueberry buds
will produce flowers and
fruit, while the smaller,
flatter buds will develop

K

= intoshoots
2

e
e - =  andleaves. ‘
/ M’:\

Looking after blueberries

Ruth prepares her container shrubs for flowering and fruiting

LOVE blueberries, but have to grow
them in containers on the patio
because they thrive in acidic soil, and
our garden is extremely alkaline.

However, this isn't a problem, because the
bushes are attractive plants, with deep blue
berries in summer, and striking russet
foliage in autumn.

Blueberry bushes don't need pruning for
their first couple of years, and it's now the
last chance for cutting back older plants —
the optimum time is November to early
March. If you need to prune now, remove
dead, diseased and weak growth, plus any

dead twiggy growth at the ends of branches.
But don't do any more radical pruning now
as sap will berising. Leave any hard
pruning until next autumn.

Early spring is a good time to re-pot
container blueberries if they have outgrown
their space, before they resume growth.
Always pot them in ericaceous compost,
with plenty of crocks at the base for
improved drainage.

Water with rainwater, as tap water will
raise the pH of the compost. Fleece the
plant during late frosts, in case flowers are
damaged and fruiting is reduced.

H Knobbly celeriac is hardier, more
disease resistant and easier to grow than
its cousin celery, and just as tasty.

B March and April are prime months for
sowing it. As part of my ‘budget weelk’, I
sowed mine in tin cans, and covered the
seeds with a sprinkling of vermiculite.

B When the seedlings are large enough
to handle, they will be potted on into
individual pots and kept at 15-18°C (60-
65°F) to prevent bolting. They will be
planted out in early summer.

It’s time to sow celeriac!

Tasty celeriac
isan under- ¥
| used veggie

Sow celenac now for a tasty crop

12 AMATEUR GARDENING 4 MARCH 2017

Repotting a
container
blueberry

Always use ericaceous compost

-
The new pot should be one size

larger than the old one. Add crocks,
and half-fill with ericaceous compost.

Gently remove the plant from its
container and check the health of
its roots. Vine weevil can be a problem.

Gently tease out the roots, and
place the plant at the depth of its
rootball. Infill with fresh compost.

Water well, and stand the pot on
feet. You can add a mulch such as
composted pine needles, or leafmould.
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Cambridge Blue
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" TapTip
Always use fresh seed and |
cuttings compost, and water |
with fresh tap water, not

water drawn from butts
that can be contaminated

Kthfungal spores. - S
Sow your free lobelia

Ruth shows an easy way of sowing your bedding seeds

sharp sand, to make them easier to sow.

Do not cover the seeds with compost
or vermiculite. Instead, simply stretch
a length of clingfilm over the
seed tray, and place the tray

somewhere light and warm.
Seeds should germinate
within 2-3 weeks, and
you must remove the
film after germination
to allow air to reach
the seedlings.
Transplant clumps
of seedlings into
individual pots or
modules when the
seedlings have developed
‘proper’ leaves, as opposed to
their first ‘seed leaves’

Let them grow before hardening them off
after the threat of frosts has passed, then
plant them out.

M Some earlier free seeds, such as
calendula, may be ready to prick out (right).
Always pick them up by leaves, never the
stem, and provide good ventilation to ward
off fungal diseases such as damping off.

A

HIS weelk's free Mr Fothergill's
seeds are for a popular bedding
container stalwart — lovely lobelia.
‘Cambridge Blue'isa
wonderfully vibrant shade that ‘—.—"E-’
will complement pinksand .« Lobeliaseeds
peaches beautifully. — 3{?5{125_35
It trails, and because - o
it has quite a compact
habit, also makes a
good edging plant for
beds and borders.
Plant in full sun,
and trim after the
first flush of blooms
has faded, and it should
flower right through the
summer until early autumn
atleast.
Lobelia seeds are as fine as dust, and
care should be taken when sowing. Fill
a seed tray with fresh seed and cutting
compost, and dampen it, leaving it to drain.
Dampen a fingertip, and lift a few
seeds from the packet and scatter them
thinly over the surface of the compost.
Alternatively, mix the seeds with a little

Pricking out
calendula

Transplant 18 Feb seeds into pots

" o S ore i 18 .
[, G ey o 3

Water the seedlings. Fill 3in (7cm)
pots with John Innes No 2. Make a
hole in each pot of compost.

Using a thin piece of wood or
plastic, lift each seedling from its
compost, holding it by its leaves.

(ol AT

Lower the roots of each seedling
into a hole in a pot, and firm them
in so the plant stem is supported.

Water with a fine rose, and keep
them in light and warmth, where
they can grow into robust young plants.
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Your
Gardening Week:
with AG'§ indoor p(ant expert Anne Swithinbank

B R i |
! The pot'sa blt blg but with |
% ties loosened, woody roots

compost and careful watering,
this fig will flourish

All pictures Timelnc

Take care when handling
Ficusbenjaminaas sap can
irritate skin or cause
allergicreactions. Wear
glovesifyoure
susceptible.

Popular fig'sa stfangler'

Weeping fig can be a deadly parasite, says Anne

OU'LL have heard of strangler figs
which in tropical forests, germinate
in the branches of other trees.
Aerial roots grow down into the
soil around the trunk and the fig encircles
its host, strangling it and robbing it of water,
nutrients and light. Eventually the host dies,
leaving the ‘strangler’ embracing a hollow
space. We might have stranglers in our
homes, as the popular weeping fig (Ficus
benjamina) sometimes behaves this way.
More often, this native of the warm, moist
forests of South East Asia and Australia just
grows as a large tree to 100ft (30m) tall.
Indoors and restricted to pots, weeping

figs reach heights of 6ft (1.8m) or more and
are often sold as tall specimens. Their
slender shape occupies little space and
long, tapering, slightly twisted leaves are
plain green or variegated. My young plant is
only 18in (45cm) tall and needs a larger pot.

This plant has several stems growing out
from a tiny web-like module within the pot.
It might have been one cutting hard-pruned
to throw up several stems, or more likely
several tucked in together. This technique
produces a good-looking potfull but could
affect the long term prospects of plants
doomed to share space. I'll just have to hope
they won't strangle each other.

M Stand plants in good but not
direct light, so close to a bright
window in winter and
further away in summer.
Those with plain green
leaves tolerate shade
better than the variegated
sorts.

M Weeping figs are

happy in normal room
temperatures and tolerate a
minimum of 50°F (10°C). Where

Caring for a weeping fig

air is hot and dry, raise humidity by
grouping with other plants or
standing the pot on a tray of
moist pebbles.

M Overwatering/standing

plants in water can prove

fatal. Let surface dry

out between waterings
(pictured). Give established,
active plants a balanced
liquid feed every 2-3 weeks in
summer, monthly in winter.
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TOPT/? " Steyp Pottlng ona
py steP weepmg fig

Always have a really good look at the

plant you are about to pot. The woven
pot and several close stems shows how
this weeping fig started out.

Make sure the rootball is moist

before teasing a few roots out.
Choose a pot just a couple of inches
(about 5cm) wider than the original.

Using a 50:50 mix of JINo 2 and a

multipurpose compost with a little
added grit, the plant is settled at the
right height in the pot and firmed in.
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with Luc\y Chandberlain, AG'§ ﬁu(t and veg expert

*
I use arange of different
cloches to protect crops

lche

o
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early Crops
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] ’P ‘
Towarmup alarge area of
soil, cover it with black plastic
sheeting weighed down with

bricks. Black warms faster
and suppresses weeds.

Clear plastic works but
encourages weed

TR
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Warm the soil to speed seed germination, says Lucy

ARCH is a good month to tackle
early sowings and transplants,
and cloches can help with this
noend.

In the firstinstance they help to warmup
the earth, allowing young veg seeds to quickly
germinate and establish. Others offer
protection from pests by providing a physical
barrier. You can buy tunnel cloches to cover
whole rows, or bell cloches that sit neatly over

/

Fruits are ripe when the
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individual plants. Your cloche can be made of
glass orrigid plastic — both offer excellent cold
Pprotection, but glass is heavier and more
fragile. Put these in place a fortnight or so
before you plan to sow or plant out to allow
the warmth to really penetrate the earth.
Alternatively you might use one made of fine
mesh netting to organically keep aphids and
root flies off your precious crops. Here are
three of my favourites:

HAVE you been lucky enough to sniff a
citrus in full bloom? The scent of those
creamy-white flowers is exquisite!

They often bloom in winter, and because
the pollinated flowers take around ten
months to develop into fruit, you'll often see
trees laden with a crop as well as blooms at
this time of year. People often ask me “how
do you know when the fruits are ready to
pick?” and the answer is straightforward.

The skin will gradually turn from green to
completely yellow, orange or whatever
colour the mature fruit should be. Once
ripe, fruits can hang on the tree for many
weeks more, so you can ‘store’ them there
till needed. When that time comes don't
pick them — cut them with secateurs as the
stalks can be quite tough.

Lll(;'y is a former AG gardening editor, and edited

a national Grow-Your-Own magazine. A BBC Essex
radio gardening expert, RHS author and lecturer, she’s
also Head Gardener at East Donyland Hall, Essex

How to use
different
cloche styles

[ use rigid plastic cloches a lot for

covering short rows of veg. Glass is
more insulating but also more costly.
Peg lightweight designs down.

Being a cat owner, I also have lots

of wire mesh cloches, too. While
keeping moggies off your precious
plants, they let air circulate.

Root flies and cabbage white
butterflies are a menace. Keep

them off with tunnel cloches of

butterfly net or Enviromesh (above).
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Grow herbs from seed

OR flavour, there’s little to beat
herbs. Where would our curries be
without coriander, how would fish
taste devoid of dill and (heaven
forbid) imagine tomatoes without basil!
Many perennial herbs like oregano, mint,
thyme, chives and sage are propagated by
cuttings or division (we'll cover this in
another week). Annual and biennial herbs,
however, should be started off from seed.
Chervil, basil, coriander, caraway, dill,
parsley, fennel, summer savoury — all these
herbs bring their own unique flavours to
your kitchen and all can be raised from
seed this month. All you need is a heated
propagator, some modular trays of good-

Next week: Lucy explains how to divide perennial
herbs, sow peas (right) for shoots and pods, grow seeds
for healthy eating, and hand pollinate peaches

Sow now for herbs to
pick through spring g
and summer

quality seed compost and a well-lit
position. Apart from parsley which Isow in
seed trays due to its slow germination, all
other herbs I've mentioned can be sown
into modules. Just water these well, make a
small dent in the top of each cell with a
pencil or dibber and sow four or five seeds
per dent. Cover the seeds with a little more
compost, water them in lightly and place in
apropagator at 18°C.

Positioned in a well lit spot germination
should take 7-10 days. There’s no need to
thin the seedlings — just pot the clump up
when large enough and gradually harden
them off in late April or early May, ready to
plantin a sunny, warm spot outside.

Pick purple sprouting

EVEN though this vegetable can take
around a year to mature, I just wouldn't
be without it. These plants were sown in
the last week of March 2016 and are only
just beginning to yield their tasty purple
spears now, but they're worth the wait.
I've got two varieties here to extend
the harvest period — ‘Claret’, an F1 hybrid
which crops this and next month, plus
‘Early Purple’ which began to produce
spears a full month earlier. But I needn't
have stopped there because plant
breeders have now given us summer-
and autumn-cropping varieties that
don’t need exposure to a big chill in order

to produce their harvest (e.g. ‘Summer
Purple’, ‘Santee’ and ‘Rudolph’).

Gone are the days when purple sprouting

harvests were confined to the spring

garden. Having said that, I will always think
of this as a spring veg, invaluable for filling

what'’s known as the ‘hungry gap’ during
April and May.

Because the spears are produced over
such a long period you only need three or

four plants to get an impressive yield. Snap

off the tender shoots with a good length
of stem attached, while the florets are still
tight in bud. Then be ready with the seed
packet to sow next year's crop!

Je—
= There are still 7"":‘

[ good apples to
| eat from store

Use what's left
of stored fruits

REGULAR readers might recall me
filling up this fruit store way back in
October, and it's been offering us a
steady supply of apples ever since.

The ‘Bramleys’, ‘Coxes’ and ‘D’Arcy
Spices’ have been slowly mellowing
in flavour, the mice have had the odd
nibble or two, and any mouldy fruits
have been removed as soon as they
appear. But as time passes, quality
deteriorates, so the day has now come
for me to use up the best of what's left,
and to dispose of the rest.

These spares won't go to waste. I'm
throwing them out on the lawn so
that ground-feeding birds such as
blackbirds can have a final feed. Let's
hope they remember my generosity
when the cherries are ripening!

"y ' Harvest purple '
sproutmg spears
whlle thebuds are |
still tight (inset) 2
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Give your shallots, onions and garlicahead
start by planting sets (inset) and cloves. [
Do it soon for a tasty harvest this autumn _

_ W W

Let's talk about sets

Plant onion sets, garlic cloves and leeks now, to give them as
much growing time as possible before summer, says Bob

S with so much in gardening, when
to start each crop depends on just
what we're after. If it's show-
winning exhibits or super-early
harvests then we've missed the window by
about three months. But then those crops
also require the finest conditions under
warmed cover and (probably) artificial light.

So which vegetables should you make a
start on first in the open ground? Many
would suggest potatoes; however, other
than a batch of earlies under cloches, spuds
are better off waiting till the soil is
significantly warmer. Parsnips, carrots or
peas are possible first sowings, though
again these are hard to germinate in cold,
wet soil. Broad beans are the best candidate
and indeed well worth sowing now.

But without a doubt it is the alliums —
onions, shallots, garlic and leeks — that you
need to get going as soon as possible to give
them lots of growing time before summer.
Once mid-summer arrives, the first three
wither back to their bulbs, while leeks are
simply slow. Thus, we need to sow onions
and leeks as soon as our soil is friable. This
canberight now in sheltered southern

gardens, but further north not for another
month or more, which may be ratherlate.
Of course, sowing seed asap direct in situ
is first choice for good bulbs. However,
sowing in cells or modules under cover
then planting out later is a much safer
option, and one that is more likely to give a
successful — albeit smaller — crop.

“It's alliums you need
to get going as soon
as possible”

Fortunately, we also have the option of
planting out onion sets, along with shallot
sets and garlic cloves.

Small bulbs that grow into much bigger
ones, these steal a huge march on the
seeds and because they do not require such
warm soil, they can go in much sooner.

So buy yours today and get them in the
ground straightaway!

with Bab Flowendew, ACG's (mgamc gardening expenrt

Bob’s to-do list
for the week

Last opportunity to prevent leaf curl
disease by spraying copper mixture
(try Vitax) on outdoor peach trees.

Spread, a handful of lime per
square yard, where you plan to be
growing brassicas later this year.

Leave all shoots on early potatoes
but for main crops leave only the
best three so you get bigger tubers later.

Change the food you put out for
birds as nuts can choke chicks, give
them bread crusts and fat balls.
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with AG'§ gardening wildli

4th March
- 11th March

B 7 March: RHS Spring Lecture ‘The
World of Hepaticas’ with nurseryman
John Massey at Ashwood Nurseries,
Ashford, Kingswinford, West Midlands,
DY6 OAE. RHS members £20, non
members £25. Refreshments included.
Limited tickets, booking essential.

© 01384 401996

“ ashwoodnurseries.com

B S March: Willow weaving. RHS
Garden Wisley, Wisley Lane, Woking,
Surrey GU23 6QB. 10.15am.

© 02031765 830,

B rhs.org uk/gardens/wisely

M 10 March: Spring Pruning. RHS
Garden Wisley, Wisley Lane, Woking,
Surrey GU23 6QB; ® 0203 1765 830,
/8 rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisely

Spring pruning at Wisley ¥
TN T AN

M 10 March: Winter walk. RHS Garden
Harlow Carr, Crag Lane, Harrogate,
North Yorks HG3 1QB;

© 02031765 830,

/% rhs.org.uk/gardens/harlow-carr

M 11 March: What Now? Your garden
in March and April. RHS Garden Hyde
Hall, Creephedge Lane, Rettenden
Common, Chelmsford CM3 SET

© 02031765 830,

8 rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall

11 March: Starting from Scratch: How
to Garden. RHS Garden Hyde Hall,
Creephedge Lane, Rettenden
Common, Chelmsford CM3 SET;

© 02031765 830,

8 rhs.org uk/gardens/hyde-hall

M 11 March: The Productive
Greenhouse in Spring: RHS Garden
Wisley, Wisley Lane, Woking, Surrey
GU23 6QB; © 0203 1765 830,

/8 rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley

M Please check that the event is still going ahead before leaving
home. If you have an event that you would like us to consider
please email details to: amateurgardening@timeinc.uk
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expert Grahanm. Clarke

The common
lizard is coming
out of hibernation
around now

'

T ¢

Liza}l;c'ldlowdown

Lizards are common abroad but there’s always a chance that
you'll find one in your garden too, says Graham Clarke

E don't think of lizards as
something to see in Britain, as
they are mainly indigenous to
warmer countries.
There are, however, three types that can be
found here with some, like the Sand Lizard,
being particularly rare.

M Slow Worm: Lives in damp places where
there is lots of lush vegetation. If this sounds
like your garden then you may well find
them living under stones, where they like to
spend most of their time, only venturing out
at dusk and after rain. The good thing for
gardeners is that slow worms eat slugs
although their appetite also extends to
worms. Moving very slowly across the
ground they are common in gardens with
long grass and can be encouraged by placing
black plastic or a piece of tin on the ground,
under which they will live happily.

Unlike other lizards the slow worm grows
up to 20in (50cm) and doesn't have legs. It's
easily distinguished from a snake because it
blinks with eye-lids; snakes don't. The tail is
fragile and is easily broken; hardly growing
back again.

Smooth, shiny and grey-copper in colour,
the female often has a stripe along the back,
while males may have some bluish spots.
Females give birth to active young. One of
the biggest dangers in gardens for slow
worms is the domestic cat. .

B Common or Viviparous Lizard: By
comparison this lives in dense vegetation
in fairly sheltered and therefore humid
places, particularly grasslands, heathland,
sand dunes, bogs — and roadsides. Up to
2%5in (6.5cm) long; the tail is twice the body
length, and is relatively stout. The body is
grey, brown or olive green, with a variable
pattern of streaks and spots, while the head
and legs seem disproportionately small.
Underneath the colours can be white,
yellow or brick-red and it gives birth to live
young, which are bronzy-black. You are
more likely to see this lizard now, as it is
coming out of hibernation.

M Sand Lizard: Rare in Britain, this
egg-layer grows to 3%in (9cm) long. It is
stocky with short legs and a deep head. The
typical male has green sides (brighter in
the breeding season) and a brown back
with a darker central stripe. Females are
grey or brown and only rarely have green at
the sides; the dark stripe along the back is
usually fragmented. In Britain it's mostly
seen in the south, the north-west and
Wales, on roadsides, brownfield sites, sand
dunes, heathland and rough pasture.

All lizards are reptiles, and carnivores,
and they have tough, waterproof skins
clothed with scales, a feature that readily
distinguishes them from newts — which
are classed as amphibians.

Getty Images
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Large »
flowered,
good in dry
conditions

Geranium Parade only£9.99

In a mix of gorgeous colours, red, rose, salmon, pink, white and orange, these first class
Geraniums will provide a spectacular display all summer long.

double
flowering
variety

d r v
Petunia Bolero only £9.99

These Petunias in beautiful blending colours of burgundy, rose, white, salmon, lavender, red,
pink and blue are ideal for borders and patio containers.

Ideal for
hanging
baskets

Busy Lizzie Summer Waterfall only £9.99
Shade tolerant, this beautiful trailing mix has extra large flowers and spreads further than
classic Busy Lizzies.

Jersey Plants Direct
delivering quality and value

Jersey Plants Direct is a division of Jersey Choice Ltd., Registered in Jersey 86103. Nelson House, David Place, Jersey JE2 4TD.

v o,
8,

a o A Member of  £F900R
home Genuine Jersey (IS
OIOWN  The GENUINE JERSEY trademark s a colledive mark.

Spring Plants just f

with FREE
delivery

9.9

Plants from just 10p each!

For quality, value and a stunning display this summer you can order these beautiful Plug
Plants direct from the floral island of Jersey. Ideal for beds, borders and containers,
your plants will be grown by our horticultural experts, in our own nursery, under expertly
managed conditions then sent direct to you, saving you time, effort and money!

Guaranteed Quality

Delivered in a sturdy box to any UK address, the plants come with easy to follow growing
instructions and seasonal tips - ideal for the beginner or experienced gardener.

We guarantee a replacement or refund if you are not

fully satisfied, just let us know within
30 days of receipt.

Great Value

These plants are ideal for beds, borders, tubs
and baskets. At just £9.99 for 100 plants,
with FREE delivery, that’s just 10p per
plant, direct to your door!

About Your
Plug Plants

The Plug Plants are sent in a tray of 100 individual
cells and will arrive approximately 4-8cm high from
root to tip and will need to be grown on before
planting out, once all risk of frost has gone.
Despatched from late February

to the end of April on a first come,

first served basis.

NB Multiple Orders - all plants are carefully nurtured until the right time for
despatch so each pack may be despatched on different dates.

see our full range and order online

www.jerseyplantsdirect.com

01534 871113

Order hotline open 8am-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat & Sun.
Calls may be recorded for training purposes.

PRIORITY ORDER FORM REF: AMG SP17 A

Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS using a black or blue pen and send it with your
payment to: Jersey Plants Direct, PO Box 91, Jersey JE4 9PX or fax to 01534 888775.

Mr [ Mrs[] Miss[] (Tick) Forename Surname
Address

Post Code
Daytime Tel No. inc. code (in case of queries)
E-mail Address (optional)
CODE OFFER Price | P&P | OTY | Total
GER100B | 100 GERANIUM PARADE £9.99 | FREE £
PET100B | 100 PETUNIA BOLERO £9.99 | FREE £
IMP100F | 100 BUSY LIZZIE SUMMER WATERFALL £9.99 | FREE £

| enclose a Cheque/Postal Order made payable to Jersey Plants Direct for: £
(Please write your name and address written on the back)

or please debit my Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Maestro (delete as appropriate) with the sum of: £
Card No. (cards are debited at the time of ordering) MAESTRO ONLY

HNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
VatidFrom [ | |y[ | | EpiryDate[ [ |, [ ] Meesto T

Issue No.
Signature

We would like to keep you informed of our new offers and plant ranges. We may pass your information on to other
carefully chosen 3rd Parties who may use it to inform you of their goods and services. If you do not wish to receive from
us news of our offers and our plant ranges and/or information from 3rd Parties please write to the address shown above.
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Keeping the bed in good shape £ '
will help bulbs to prosper il

All Time Inc. unless stated / Alamy (inset)
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Bulb spectacular

For a great spring show it’s all about looking after your
bulbs before, during and after flowering says Martyn

AST year the display from spring
flowering bulbs in my front garden
was pretty disappointing, largely due
to them being smothered by vigorous
perennials, self seeded foxgloves and shrubs
that were in dire need of being pruned. The
poor showing acted as a wake up call,
so I ruthlessly set about editing
my beds to ensure the bulbs
could prosper this year. The
signs are my planis
working and I'm looking

with a fertiliser high in potash, such as liquid
tomato food — reapply several times during
their flowering period. If the weather is dry,
water to prevent a check to growth.
Deadheading will keeping the plants
looking tidy and ensuring they conserve
energy for blooming the following
season, rather than producing
seeds. It may not always look
attractive, but you should
allow leaves to die back
naturally as they help to

forward to daffodils and make sugars that

grape hyacinths in the build up bulbs and
early part of the season, form offsets.

followed by tulips and It always surprises me
alliums. Still, [ can't rest on how many gardeners

my laurels and will aim to N automatically carry out
maintain the bed more Tulip ‘Bright Parrot some of the jobs I've just
effectively so they don't sufferin mentioned, but very few bother
quite the same way again. to feed the bulbs, loosen the soil

Keeping the bed in good shape will help
them thrive, but it's important to give bulbs
themselves some attention. When flower
buds appearit’s a good idea to feed them
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surface or mulch before they've started to
flower. Don't ignore them in early spring,
give them some care and they'll perform
even better. Follow my tips (right).

Tips for the
best bulb
display

Soil around bulbs can cap over
stopping moisture reaching roots.
Use a trowel to fluff up the surface and

break through this hard layer.

Scattering some general-purpose

fertiliser around emerging clumps
will ensure your bulbs always put on
the best display possible.

A2in (5cm) layer of composted bark
or leafmould around bulbs (with
a gap to avoid rotting) will help retain
moisture and set off the flowers.



Tip: If you forgot to plant spring bulbs in autumn, snap up some ready
grown bulbs in pots or cell packs. They're more expensive than loose bulbs
but provide a quick fix of colour and will flower again next year.

Cleaning out
the raised pond

CONTAINER ponds like mine
really shouldn't need cleaning
out that often because they
generally don'tattract as much
debris as those that covera
larger area. There are fewer
plants within its confines and
any leaves that drop from above
are spotted easily. Soil, stones
and other materials are unlikely
to find their way in as the surface
israised above the ground.
Unfortunately, my pond hasa
thicklayer of sediment on the
bottom that is clearly visible on a

needs to be
removed so that #
" cleaning can 3% %

-y commence

bright day — most of itis made
up of compost and grit, a result
of my aquatic plants getting

- Old pond water ﬁ o

knocked over when my dog uses
the pond as a drinking bowl.

To get things back on trackI
use a bucket to remove all of the
water so I can scoop out the
sludge from the bottom — it's not
ahard job, butit’s certainly a
chore. Onceit's removed I'lluse
clean water to scrub the sides
and bottom, bailing out the dirty
water. Afterit’s clean, all I need
todois pop in my hose and refill.

Exotic lilies for small spaces

N
Bulbs should sit about 4in (10cm)
below the top layer of compost

SUMMER flowering? Check. Blousy blooms?
Check. Awhopping scent? Check. Relatively
easytolook after? Check. Let's face it, lilies
tick all the boxes. Fortunately, there are
plenty of compactlily varieties that are
perfect for container growing — a container
that's 12in (30cm) wide or more is ideal.
Cover drainage holes in the base with a
layer of crocks, then half fill with compost
— specialist bulb planting compost or gritty
John Innes No.2. Space three to five bulbs on
top then cover with more compost, so bulbs
sitabout 4in (10cm) below the surface. Leave
alin (2.5cm) gap between the top and the lip

3 good lilies for pots

of the container. Water regularly during the
growing season, feeding with a high potash
fertiliser once buds appear. Compact lilies
don't need staking, but if you want to try taller
ones in pots, then their stems will need
supporting with a cane.

Deadhead fading flowers to prevent seed
heads forming, and cut the main stem to
ground level when it turns brown in autumn.
Lily bulbs can be left in situ once they've
done their thing, but put potsina
greenhouse, front porch or provide some
other type of protection from excessive
winter rain to prevent the bulbs from rotting.

B Lilium formosanum var. pricei: Knee
high stems are topped with huge white
flowers packing a big scent. Boundary
Nursery (*® boundarynursery.co.uk).

M Lilium ‘Night Rider’: A fairly recent
introduction with 2ft (60cm) tall stems
carrying near black flowers. Thompson &
Morgan (B thompson-morgan.com).

M Lilium ‘Elodie’: An Asiatic variety
that boasts stunning baby pink flowers
on thigh high stems. ] Parkers

(“® jparkers.co.uk).
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Sowing sweet peppers

FIERY chilli peppers have
grown massively in popularity
over the past decade,
threatening to completely
overshadow their milder
relative..sweet peppers. What a
shame. These docile capsicums
add an ornamental look in the
garden and are equally versatile
in the kitchen. Seeds will
germinate easily indoors
resulting in young plants that
will be ready to go outside in
late spring.

I'm sowing a variety called
‘Gourmet’, which produces
squat bright orange fruit but
there are plenty of other great
ones to try. ‘Bell Boy' has blocky,
red and green fruit, while ‘Corno
di Toro Rosso'is a classiclong,
tapering pepper from Italy.

My method for sowing is easy.
Fill a small pot with good
quality seed compost, flatten it
down to leave alevel surface,

. [L YO ACK B
4\ Remove dead, #
1§ diseased and
clymg growth
e

ﬂ
St

.

then sow a few seeds on top.
Cover with a fine layer of
vermiculite, water and place in
aheated propagator. If you don't
have one, cover the pot with a
plasticbag. Remembertoadd a
label, especially if you're sowing
more than one variety.

When seeds have germinated,
remove the pot from its
protected environment and
place on alight windowsill. Give
each seedling its own 4in
(10cm) pot when about ¥4in
(2cm) tall. Move them into a
slightly bigger container if you
spot roots poking through the
drainage holes in the base.

At 8in (20cm) tall, or before if
plants start to lean, stake with a
pea stick. Pinch out the tops
when they are about 12in
(30cm) tall to encourage lots of
branches. Plants will be ready
to go outside when all danger
from frost has passed.

-y, A\

b

e
I'mlooking forward to
‘Gourmet’ peppers (inset)

Thinning out
| congested shrubs

I WAS recently coerced into helping a friend
prune some overcrowded deciduous shrubs. He
had no idea what to do, so I explained that it's best
to start by removing the three Ds — dead, diseased
and dying growth.

After this it's much easier to see what you're
doing. I cut several larger branches back to ground
level, leaving a reduced framework that light and
air could penetrate more easily.

with Tamsin
Westhorpe

AG's countnj garden ex/oer't

TV 2
Use a general granular fertiliser

Feeding fruit
in pots

THERE'S nothing better and more satisfying
than picking fruit that has ripened to
perfection onyour trees and bushes.

Now is the time to feed those growing in
pots. This will ultimately help to encourage
healthy growth, plenty of flowers and a
bumper crop when it comes to harvesting
time. Sprinkle a general granular fertiliser
over the surface and work lightly into the
surface. Follow the instructions on the
packet to avoid giving the plant an overdose.
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Planning a fernery
Preparing to move established ferns
to a favoured spot.

Sowing sweet peas
Tamsin is keen to try out a local
variety she has found.

Potted blueberries
Care tips that will help you grow
the most delicious fruit.
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2 STYLISH LOOKS IN 1 » EASY WEAR COMFORT

REVERSIBLE '+ REVERSE'SIDE
TUNIC < NAVY *
NAVY

PALE AQUA

STONEWASH

DARK DENIM

14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED

Registered office: Cotton Traders Ltd, Cotton Traders House, Atlantic Street, Altrincham WA14 5GZ

Fast, reliable UK & International delivery service

International delivery available online to over 40 countries worldwide

Pull-on Stretch Trousers were £35°

now £17.50

Reversible Tunic was £30°

Cottor

g
TRADERS

HALF
PRICE

REVERSIBLE TUNIC

* Comfortable jersey

* Stripes to one side,
spots to the other

now £15

Machine Washable

70% Cotton 30% Polyester
Length approx 30" (76cm)

10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26

Pale Lime Navy Pale Aqua
AA12773 XZE

PULL-ON STRETCH
TROUSERS

* Pull-on, straight
¢ leg styling
* Fully elasticated
waist
* Luxury stretch denim

Pt

Machine Washable
" J 3 98% Cotton 2% Elastane
Dark Denim  Stonewash

10 12 14 16 18 20 22

{ 27" (69cm) inside leg AC13866 XZE
:
; J \ 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26
2 " o 29" (74cm) inside leg AC13867 XZE
i y o 5 1012 14 16 18 20 22 24
y ! § 317 (79cm) inside leg AC13868 XZE

33" (84cm) inside leg AC13869 XZE

Plus only £3.99 delivery.
PALE LIME

order today,

visit coHontraders.com
or call 0844 844 1111

POST TO: Cotton Traders, Cotton Hub, Merlin Court, Atlantic Street, Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 5NL

1ST COLOUR 2ND COLOUR
ORDER CODE SIZE CHOMCE CHOICE Qry | TOTAL
i indi OPTIONAL (TICK) t
:‘Iemsel send mec:‘em(s) 1;:;miedn(|BLOCK EfPITALS PLEASE) INSURANCE [ ] 43;,
enclose my Cheque, made payable UK STANDARD 12.99
to Cotton Traders Limited for £ DELIVERY
TOTAL
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Initial Surname
Address
Postcode
Telephone Signature

Email address

Please debit my MasterCard/Visa/Maestro

B[] [visal []
([T T T Tl []

TO CLAIM YOUR OFFER
Valid From Expiry Date Issue No. Security Code*

HNEE NN RN NN 8438

48p guarantees refund or replace if undelivered 7 working days after dispatch. tTick to select this opfional cover. Payment taken
at point of order. We aim to deliver within 3 working days from dispatch, stock subject fo availability. We comply with Consumer
Contract Regulations; you have the right fo cancel your order no later than 14 days affer the day on which you receive your
goods. You must inform us of your wish to cancel in writing either by letter or email. You should refurn goods to us in their
original packaging, wherever possible, within 14 days of informing us of your wish to cancel. Calls to 0844 numbers will cost 7p
per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. £3.99 UK standard delivery. International delivery from £6.95; see
website. We do not offer free returns — for full details refer to your delivery note. Prices quoted are those ruling at time of
production. Due to circumstances beyond our control, prices may be altered. One promotion per order. We comply with DPA
1998. (1 Tick if you do not wish to receive information from other companies. For full T&C's visit cottontraders.com. *Last 3 digits
on back of card. This is mandatory fo process your order.

PLEASE USE THIS
PROMOTIONAL CODE
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Lily beetle is a major gripe for gardeners

News

S

Garden nightmares probed

RHS to compile national chart

MATEUR Gardening readers are

being asked to help draw-up a

nation-wide picture of the plant

pests and diseases that are
plaguing their gardens.

The Royal Horticultural Society has
teamed up with the Royal Holloway
University of London to launch the study,
which will result in an up-to-date chart of
the most damaging problems that gardeners
currently face.

It will allow scientists to prioritise their
research efforts by focusing on the most
troublesome bugs — especially new pests

of worst plant-wreckers

and diseases, or those that are less likely to
be wiped-out by harsh winters.

Drill deeper

RHS head of plant health, Dr Gerard Clover,
said: “The RHS is fortunate to already have a
bank of rich information about the pest and

“We need to get
the full picture”

Gotastory? call 01202 440848
or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

Wine weevil is one of
the worst plant pests

disease problems gardeners face every year.
“This newresearch is designed to drill
down deeper to get to those core, persistent
problems. When considering the question of
what are the most important pests and
diseases to commercial horticulture, the
focusis on the economic impact, but for
gardeners the picture is more complicated.”

Quality of crops

Dr Clover added: “For domestic gardeners
the scope is much broader, ranging from
impact on aesthetics, through the services
plants provide such as lawns for recreation
and hedges for privacy — to the negative
impact of pests on the quality of fruit and
vegetable crops.

“Itis this variety that we need to capture to
get as full a picture as possible of the
challenges facing gardeners.”

According to the RHS, there are 27million
gardeners in the UK. The society is urging
gardeners of all expertise to take partin the
online poll. Go to “B surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
thegardensurvey to have your say. The poll
should take five to 10 minutes to complete.

Butterflies suffer huge decline in urban areas

T

In decline: small copper butterfly
4

Butterfly Conservation
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IT was once a common sight in high-
summer: beautiful butterflies fluttering
over borders and garden ponds.

But now butterflies are declining more
rapidly in urban areas than in the
countryside — with some species in danger
of dying out.

A study by Butterfly Conservation, the
University of Kent and the Centre for
Ecology and Hydrology looked at 28
butterfly species in urban and countryside
environments. Over a 20-year period,
urban butterfly abundance fell by 69 per
cent, compared to a 45 per cent decline for
butterflies in rural areas.

The small copper and small heath
butterfly declined more dramatically in
towns and cities than in the countryside.

From 1995 to 2014, small copper
abundance fell by 75 per cent in urban
areas compared to a 23 per cent fallin
rural locations.

The small heath suffered a huge decline
of 78 per cent in urban areas, butjustal7
per cent fall in the countryside.

Lead researcher Dr Emily Jones said: “We
used sophisticated techniques to reveal
that practically all butterflies we assessed
were found to be struggling in urban areas,
most likely due to the combined effects of
habitat loss, climate change and
intensification of land use.”

The study revealed that the majority of
butterflies in towns and cities are emerging
earlier and are on the wing for longer than
the same species living in rural areas.
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Give it some welly!

THE White House kitchen garden has won a stay
of execution — after first lady Melania Trump
hinted at alove of gardening.

Ithad been feared that President Trump, a keen
golfer who owns many golf courses, would order
the veg garden, created by Michelle Obama, to be
ripped out (AG, 24-31 December 2016).

During the US election campaign last year,
President Obama said: “I guarantee you he'll dig-
up Michelle’s garden. You think I am joking?”

Kitchen garden
Butin a statement to CNN, Stephanie Winston
Wolkoff, senior adviser to the First Lady, said:
“The First Lady has a deep personal commitment
to herrole as caretaker and nurturer, beginning
with her family. Mrs Trump is committed to the
preservation and continuation of the White
House gardens, specifically the First Lady’s
kitchen garden and rose garden.”

The comments came after Mrs Trump
accompanied Akie Abe, the wife of Japanese

Organisers of the Harrogate Spring Flower Show
(20-23 April) are appealing for donations of old
wellies. Stand-holders will plant-up the boots.

Winite House veg plot ‘safe

prime minister Shinzo Abe, around the Morikami
Museum and Japanese Gardens.

In a statement, Melania Trump said: “Both our
countries’ history and cultures are steeped in the
nurture and nature of gardening”

Lettuce rejoice: no panic buying here!

THERE is no shortage of lettuce seed, contrary to
national press reports, say suppliers.
Newspapers reported that lettuce

seed had been stripped from
garden centre racks due to panic
buying as lettuces ran out at
supermarkets due to supply
shortages at farms.

But commercial director at
seed and young plant firm
Mr Fothergill's, Tim Jeffries,
told AG: “We do not have seed
shortages for lettuce or any
othervegetable, and are
restocking garden centres promptly.

“Seed sales are generally running at

Shutterstock
§

higher levels, including lettuce, which may

reveal more interest in grow-your-own.”

Thompson & Morgan said it had
noticed a “slight upturn in lettuce

A and courgette top-up orders but

nothing to indicate panic

A buying” at garden centres.

T&M's veg expert Colin

rationing or issues with
supermarkets.

“Itis due to fresh produce
fields suffering climatic disasters

of certain crops,” Colin added.

Spring smells bloomin’ lovely this year

SCENTED plants filled the air beenregarded as closer to -,
with fragrance during the 12 normal, compared to a mild A
annual Valentine's Flower winter and early spring in 2016. (
Count, held at National Trust National Trust gardens

gardens in the south west.
Gardeners recorded 1,737

plants in flower — down by 34

per cent onlast year’s figure of

advisor Ian Wright said alot of

scented flowers were in bloom

on Valentine's Day this year.
Ian explained: “We had

under Trump’

Randel said: “It is not a lettuce
seed shortage that has caused

in southern Europe with huge losses

2,644. While numbers were
lower than in 2016, they are

reports of daphne, mahonia,
winter-flowering honeysuckle

RHS Flower Show Cardiff

The RHS Flower Show Cardiff (7-9 April) will
embrace Wales' Year of Legends 2017, with themed
gardens. Go to v® rhs.org.uk/cardiff for details.

A BLOOMIN’
GOOD WEEK
TN B,

Veg crop planning

Thompson & Morgan is to make
12 April National Pumpkin
Sowing day. The firm says it is
asked, every Halloween, when
the best time is to sow pumpkins.

Choosing a new shed

Website & whatshed.co.uk says it

has helped over 10,000 customers
buy the right shed. The consumer

site boasts over 2,000 reviews.

Public parks
Parks are in a state of neglect not
seen since the 1980s, a group of

MPs has said. Budget cuts of over
90 per cent have been blamed.

Landmark tree
A 100 year-old plane tree in
Birmingham's Centenary Square
could be felled to make way for
concrete anti-terror barriers.

A BLOOMIN’
BAD WEEK

Alamy

Alamy

Alamy

Alamy

and witch hazel to name a few,
all of which gave off sweet,
heady aromas”

still higher than the previous
three years.
Conditions this winter have

£
E
g
2
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Gardening Travel Offers (.2

tOday

Fully escorted tours to the Italian Lakes

Lake Como, St Moritz & the Bernina Express

Departures from
April to October
2017. Price
includes:

M Return flights,
taxes and
transfers

M Seven nights in
four-star hotels
with half board

Ml A Bellagio Lake
cruise and visit
to Villa del
Balbianello and
its gardens

M Escorted by an
experienced
tour manager

Lake Garda, Venice & Verona Lake Maggiore, Orta
& the Matterhorn

Departures from April to October 2017. Price includes: ) o
M Return flights, taxes and transfers Departures from April to October 2017. Price includes:

M Seven nights in hand-picked lakefront hotels M Return flights, taxes and transfers
with half board M Seven nights in a four-star hotel with half board

B Comprehensive sightseeing of Lake Garda, the M Lake cruise and visits to Zermatt in the Swiss Alps, the
Dolomites, Verona and Venice Matterhorn and Lake Como

M Escorted by an experienced tour manager M Escorted by an experienced tour manager

‘ -‘b " 4
Call to book or for a fee brochure on ©® 01283-742334
Or visit “0 amgriviera.co.uk

*Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per person, based on two sharing and subject to finite availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. -
Offer operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel Ltd, ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, a company wholly independent of Amateur Gardening, %;9 A BTA
published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. ABTA Number /4744



Space Saving Fruit Trees

SCRUMPTIOUS ORCHARD TREES PERFECT FOR ANY SIZED GARDEN OR PATIO

\

{
%% TREES

R
g

Vertical Cordon Fruit Trees

These space-saving columnar trees are attractive as well as fruitful and
are perfect for smaller gardens. They can be planted 2-3ft apart and
can also be grown in pots on a sunny patio or balcony. Cordons are
approximately 4ft tall on despatch and will grow to 6-8ft.

‘* ?APPLE FIESTA - A crisp, juicy red flushed apple with a rich,
aromatic Cox-like flavour. A popular garden variety, easier to grow than
Cox and suitable for the north. Heavy cropping. Stores very well. Requires a
; AN pollinator (e.g. Red Windsor or Scrumptious).

- g ¥ l - LRSS~ APC007 Usually £22.95 NOW £20.65
Apple Scrumpti‘\ M % 2 :* APPLE RED WINDSOR - An aromatic Cox-like apple which is
4 - o . 8 : sweeter, more disease resistant and ripens earlier than Cox. Heavy crops of

. . . . crisp red flushed dessert apples. Suitable countrywide. SF
@ Exceptional flavour @ Reliable, rapid establishment APCO13 Usually £24.50 NOW £22.05

3 S
@ Plant in tubs or beds @ Heavy crops on small trees %? APPLE SCRUMPTIOUS - Early dessert apple named for
its wonderful complexity of flavours. Crisp, sweet, rich & aromatic. Heavy

cropping & disease resistant. Suitable countrywide. SF

ASPARAGUS OFFER APCO14 Usually £24.50 NOW £22.05

BFS 2 PEAR CONCORDE - i

. ) . =hy - Excellent late pear suitable for most
MONDEO -This male dominant F1 hybrid produces heavy |5¢ations. Large fruits with smooth, juicy flesh & rich, sweet flavour. Crops
crops very early in the season and does well on a range of heavily and reliably from an early age. Stores very well. SF

soils. One of the best tasting varieties producing succulent PEC001 Usually £22.95 NOW £20.65

. ASP006 12C ONLY £18.50 inc. p&
green spears rowns nepse %Y PLUM VICTORIA - The UK's best known plum. Pinkish red

PACIFIC 2000 - This new hybrid variety produces heavy fruit with sweet, yellow, juicy flesh. A very popular dessert variety but also
crops of uniform green spears that are so tender they canbe  excellent cooked. Heavy cropping. Can be grown in the north. SF
eaten raw. Superb, sweet flavour. Crops early to mid season.  pLc003 Usually £22.50 NOW £20.25

AsP002 12 Crowns ONLY £18.50 inc. p&p :*? CHERRY SUMMER SUN - This dark red dessert cherry is an

) excellent choice for the north and more exposed areas, cropping well even
Asparagus Collection (24 CI'OWI'IS) in poor summers. Large, sweet fruits. Excellent flavour. SF

ASP908 12 Mondeo + 12 Pacific 2000 ONLY £34 inc.p&p  CHC003 Usually £25.50 NOW £22.95
SAVE s

Cordon Collections 3 trees from only £58.50 £24.45

FREE CULTURAL INSTRUCTIONS
Cultural instructions are included but if you have any
queries you can also take advantage of our FREE after-

APC910 Apple & Pear Collection 7x Fiesta, 1x Red Windsor, 1x Concorde £58.50

sales advisory service. APC904 Apple, Plum & Cherry Collection 7x Scrumptious 1x Victoria, 1x Summer Sun £59.95
}é Bred in the UK. ‘!’ RHS Award of Garden Merit. SF Self-fertile variety (pollinator not required)
O M N A R‘ ] I I S Trees are delivered within 28 days. Asparagus is delivered from late March/April. Offer closes 12/4/17

1
. . . 1 [ CODE PRODUCT PRICE QTY [ TOTAL | Send to: POMONA FRUITS LTD, Dept AG9, Pomona House,
Order by phone, online or with the SOUDOI 1 TAPCO07 APPLE FIESTA £2065 12 Third Avenue, Walton-on-Naze, Essex CO14 8JU
Quote : APC013 APPLE RED WINDSOR £22.05 I enclose cheque/P.O. made payable to POMONA FRUITS LTD
AGO ! [APco14 APPLE SCRUMPTIOUS £22.05 for £ T m w
1| PECO01 PEAR CONCORDE £20.65 [—] ~
L] 1
Po mona Fru lts co.u k/a g 9 1 [PLC003 PLUM VICTORIA £2025 or charge my[_JvisA [ ]MASTERCARD [_IMAESTRO [ ]DELTA
o i [cHcoo3 CHERRY SUMMER SUN £22.95 Card No
POMONA FRUITS LTD, Dept AG9, Pomona House, 1 [APC910 APPLE & PEAR COLLECTION £58.50 .
12 Third Ave, Walton-on-Naze, Essex CO14 8JU ! [APC904 | APPLE, PLUM & CHERRY COLLECTION | £59.95 Start Date / Card Expires /
1 [ASP006 [ ASPARAGUS MONDEO (12 crowns) | £1850 nc. p&p Security Code / / Issue No
. .. 1 |ASP002 |ASPARAGUS PACIFIC 2000 (12 crowns) | £18.50 inc. p&p (Last 3 digits on back of card) Maestro cards only
Call for our FREE Specialist Garden ! [ASP908 | ASPARAGUS COLLECTION (24 crowns) | £34 inc. pép Signature
Fruit Cat.alogue = 72 pages paCkEd.fU” . *Please add £7.95 p&p to total order (if ordering trees)| £7.95
of top fruits, soft fruits and accessories ' TOTAL *Delivery to UK addresses only
for the home gardener. 01255 440 410 !
: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Address
. . 1
See our complete range online: : Postcode Tel AGO

FRUIT & NUT TREES - SOFT FRUITS « SUPER FRUITS « GRAPE VINES - STRAWBERRY PLANTS - RHUBARB CROWNS « HEDGING - ASPARAGUS CROWNS and more



306 Summer Border Plants

for every reader

*Just pay postage of £5.65

NCLUDED is a selection of weather-

tolerant Geranium Jackpot F1 hybrid

varieties with stunning blooms that

are ideal for brightening beds and
borders all summer long.

Consisting of Geranium ‘Jackpot Pink’,
‘Jackpot Red’ and ‘Jackpot White’ Height:
40cm (16”). Spread: 35cm (14”).

Plus a stunning selection of floriferous
petunias. These large, brightly coloured
flowers will blend together beautifully to
fill a border, flower bed or basket for
months and months over the summer time.

Consisting of Petunia ‘Express Blue,
‘Express Burgundy’ and ‘Express
Peppermint Vein' These petunias are easy-
to-grow and rewarding all summer long.

Why not pot up one of each variety in
baslkets and containers where they will
look good planted together providing a
stunning range of colourful blooms.
Height: 30cm (12”). Spread: 30cm (12”).

| __Geranium ﬁ
‘Tackpot Pink’

Other special offers:

Geranium |
‘Tackpot White’ |

Our great value summer border collection
contains 18 geranium and 18 petunia plug plants.
Also included will be 100g Geranium & 100g
Petunia fertilisers.

L)
Petunia amore ‘Queen of Hearts’

Take a close look and you'll see there are five striking red hearts
on each bloom. Flowering from early spring until late autumn, this
spectacular petunia will perform its heart out in pots, baskets and
mixed containers. Height: 30cm (12”). Supplied as plug plants.

H Buy 5 for £9.99
H Buy 10 for £14.98 — Saving £5
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Geranium ‘Best Red’ F1 Hybrid

These well branched, vigorous pelargoniums are smothered in large,
shapely scarlet flowers that retain their form, without shattering as
they fade. Guaranteed top performers in beds, borders and containers.
Height: 45cm (18”). Spread: 35cm (14”). Supplied as plug plants.

H Buy 36 for £11.99
H Buy 72 for £18.98 — Saving £3
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HIGHLY
FRAGRANT/-

Sweet Pea ‘Sweet
Dreams Mixed’

Each and every flower within
this mix, including many
award winning varieties, has
been selected for outstanding
fragrance, exhibition standard
blooms and superb growing
performance. Ideal for cutting
to fill vases, plus the more
blooms you cut, the more they
will flower! Supplied as deep-
rooted plugs with an average
of 5 sweet pea plants per plug.
Pinched and ready for planting
out straight away. Height: 1.8m
(6). Spread: 30cm (127).

H Buy 6 Plugs (30 Plants) for £14.99
M Buy 12 Plugs (60 Plants) for £24.98 (RRP £29.98) — Saving £5

18 WEEKS \
OF FLOWER

Hydrangea
arborescens
‘Giant Incrediball

This vigorous, hardy hydrangea
delivers enormous 30cm (12")
flower heads that emerge
green, change to pure snowy-
white in the summer, and

then fade to pale green as they
mature. The long-flowering
blooms are held upright on
sturdy, thick stems that prevent
flopping, even when the British
weather turns inclement.
Height and spread: 2m (79”).
Supplied as a 9cm Potted Plant.

H Buy 1 for £14.99
M Buy 2 for £24.98 — Saving £5

Busy Lizzie
‘Divine Mixed’

With excellent all weather
performance, these Busy
Lizzies are one of the UK's
favourite bedding plants. Ideal
for borders and containers, they
are also a lot more robust than
traditional busy Lizzies, with
good outward branching and
flowering without pause from
June to November. Height and
spread: 30cm (12”). Supplied as
plug plants.

M Buy 36 for £9.99
M Buy 72 for £14.98 — Saving £5

From

‘Thompson & “Morgan

PRIORITY ORDER ONLINE
at 5 thompson-morgan.com/AGT268Z

Subscribers should visit 3 thompson-morgan.com/AGT269Z
to claim your 10% discount

Or post the coupon with payment included to the address below (Please do not send
stamps or cash). Only one application per reader. Please make cheques or postal orders
payable to T&M and write your name and address on the back. Alternatively, please
complete your credit/debit card details.

Or TELEPHONE ORDER LINE ® 0844 573 2021, please quote
AGT268Z (minimum order £10)

Subscribers quote AGT269Z and your subscriber number to
claim your 10% discount

Free Summer Border Plants will be despatched from March 2017 onwards. All other orders
will be acknowledged with a despatch date. Delivery to UK addresses only. Offer closes
31st March 2017. Please note that your contract for supply of goods is with Thompson &
Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, IP8 3BU. (Terms & Conditions available upon request). All
offers are subject to availability

Gardening

FREE SUMMER BORDER COLLECTION

I AGT269Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, I
CODE PRODUCT Price | S"PS | QTY | Total I
price
TCA72153A | Petunia amore ‘Queen of Hearts'x5 | £9.99 | £8.99 I
TCA72154A | Petunia amore ‘Queen of Hearts'x 10 | £14.98 | £13.48
TCK12831A | Geranium ‘Best Red' F1Hybridx36 | £11.99 | £10.79 I
TCK12832A | Geranium ‘Best Red' F1Hybridx72 | £18.98 | £17.08 I
TCB47950C | Sweet Pea ‘Sweet Dreams Mixed' x6 | £14.99 | £13.49
TCB47951C | Sweet Pea ‘Sweet Dreams Mixed' x 12 | £24.98 | £22.48 I
Tcatonza | Hydrangeaarborescens £14.99 | £13.49 I
Giant Incrediball' x 1
Tcatongpa | Bydrangea arborescens £24.98|£22.48 I
Giant Incrediball' x 2
TCF12809A | Busy Lizzie ‘Divine Mixed' x 36 £9.99 | £8.99 I
TCF12811A | Busy Lizzie ‘Divine Mixed' x 72 £14.98 | £13.48 I
36 *Free Summer Border Plants + *£5.65
TCB71073 o ) .\ | FREE | FREE [1[1TICK ;
200g Fertiliser (Geranium & Petunia) H P&P I
Total | £ I
AG Subscriber No. (if applicable)............
I enclose my cheque no Value £ I
made payable to: T&M (with your name and address on the back).
To pay by Mastercard/Visa/Maestro (delete as applicable) complete card details below. I
My card number is I
(Maestro only) Valid from Expires end Issue no. I
(Maestro only) I
PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS I
Signature
(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title) I
Address I
Postcode I
Telephone Date of birth I
Amateur Gardening is published by Time Inc. (UK). Your personal information is collected by Time Inc. (UK) in order to
process your order.
[ Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or telephone for the purpose of research or I
‘marketing of IPC's products or services.
[T Please tick here if you would prefer ot to b d by other lected by Amateur Time Inc. (UK) by post or I
telephone for the purpose of research or marketing ons' products or services.

Send to: Amateur Gardening, Free Summer Border Collection Dept AGT26SZ/

Would youlike to receive emails from Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) containing news, special offers and product and service information and take
partin our magazine research via email? If yes, please enter your email address below.

Email

4 MARCH 2017 / AGT268Z/AGT269Z
------------‘
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Banana plants (Musa and Ensete) need w1nter protection in the UK,
while the palm Trachycarpus fortunei is a hardier alternative. Underplant
with red-leaved coleus, Persicaria Red Dragon’ and Ricinus communis

How to create an

Lxotic garden

Whether you want to update a border or are planning a
drastic transformation of your whole plot, Hazel Sillver
has the lowdown on achieving a bright, bold jungle look

USH foliage, explosions of colour

and a sense of the exotic — there

are few planting styles as exciting

as the jungle look. If you want to

overhaul a border and inject a real
sense of drama, this is a great style to go for.

Done well, jungle planting creates a feeling

of escapism: dense foliage produces layers of
green and forms shady pockets in which
exotic flowers bloom in parrot-like colours.
And if the planting is tall, there is that Alice-
in-Wonderland sense of being small in a
surreal, oversized landscape. That s
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certainly the effect at the Exotic Garden at
Great Dixter in East Sussex, created by the
late Christopher Lloyd and head gardener
Fergus Garrett. Hidden beneath a canopy of
immense leaves, you find yourself drawn
into a strange paradise of bizarre foliage,
flowers and scents.

Visit Dixter in September or October, when
the Exotic Garden is at its best, and you will
come across weird and wonderful plants
you may not have laid eyes upon before: the
spidery green Cyperus vegetus, the palm-like
Begonia luxurians; the fabulous Colocasia

esculenta‘Black Magic’, whose immense
black leaves are the stuff of dreams. But in
among these aliens are more familiar sights.
Offsetting the lush greenery, the likes of
Verbena bonariensis, ‘Hillcrest Royal’ dahlias
and Canna‘General Eisenhower’ provide
splashes of vivid colour.

And while creating a jungle border may
sound tricky, it is, in fact, highly achievable.
Tender specimens aren’t always as difficult
to grow as you might imagine, and you can
even produce a fabulous jungle border using
only hardy UK garden plants.

Many plants we know and love - when
teamed with other exotic-looking specimens
- can create ajungle effect. For height,
choose the 12ft tall giant reed grass (Arundo
donax) or umbrellabamboo (Fargesia
murielae). Slightly smaller is the variegated
grass Miscanthus sinensisvar. condensatus
‘Cosmopolitan’, which reaches 6ft, while
biennial Angelica archangelicaand annual
Nicotiana sylvestriswill each provide
verdant exotica in a compact (4ft) package.

Similarly, colour does not have to come
courtesy of tender species: the shocking pink



§ (Hemero

blooms of sweet pea ‘Prince
Edward of York’ fit effortlessly into
an exotic border, while good old
zinnias flower in ariot of shades.
Thatis not to say you cannot grow tender
exotics in your new jungle border. Many are
not as fiddly as you might think — all you
need is good planning and the right indoor
space. Bulbous tender plants like cannas and
Colocasia can be lifted at the end of autumn
and overwintered in a garage; fragile exotics
(such as palm-leaf begonia and the lovely
maroon banana, Ensete ventricosum
‘Maurelii’) can be transferred to awarm
greenhouse or conservatory for the winter.
Evenif you don’t have the right sort of
storage areas for overwintering, you can still

“Plants we know
and love can give
a jungle flavour”

Pm&_. « S
' This exotic-looking combination of & '

purple cotinus and orange day lilies |
callis) is easy to replicate

B~ “

Bold blues and soft pinks work well in N
a tropical scheme. Team agapanthus .éb \ ‘o

*

A -
.- ~

grow tender ‘jungle’ plants as many can be
protected in situ, without being lifted. The
wonderful blue-green Melianthus majorand
the orange-flowered Hedychium Tara,, for
example, can be wrapped in a good thick
layer of winter protection, such as bracken,
until the frosts have passed.

Alternatively, many tender exotics can be
grown as annuals: sow the burgundy castor
oil plant (Ricinus communis‘Carmencita’)
indoors in February or March and it will
produce scarlet flowers in July. Or try fiery
climbers Ilpomoea lobata(Spanish flag) and
Eccremocarpus scaber (Chilean glory
flower). Both are perennials in their native
hot climes, but will produce excellent results
when grown as annuals here.

Many sensitive plants thatlook greatina
jungle border — such as the honey spurge
Euphorbia mellifera - will do fine as long
as they benefit from the shelter of awarm,

Transform
your plot!

Expert pointers from Fergus Garrett,
head gardener at Great Dixter

Alamy

“At Great Dixter we designed the

Exotic Garden to peak in September
and October, but you can create an exotic
garden or border to perform at any time
There are exotics and tropical-looking
plants for every season (like late spring
flowering rhododendrons above).”

We grow many tender plants such as

banana and Colocasia by moving or
protecting them over winter, but you can
easily create an exotic garden without
using a single tender plant. Ferns, figs,
hostas, yuccas, euphorbias and bamboos
(above) are hardy, and they look exotic””

3 “People often focus on flowers, but
in an exotic garden foliage takes
centre stage, so it's important to get it
right. Consider leaf size, shape and colour.
Go for contrast.” Here fiery canna leaves
make a great backdrop to variegated
nasturtium and Tropaeolum peregrinum.

4 MARCH 2017 AMATEUR GARDENING 33



Marianne Majerus

CGrowing tender exotics like Musa (banana),
dahlias and fuchsia ‘Thalia’ in containers
makes it a lot easier to move them under

9 cover before winter arrives

'y

’
I,

south-facing wall.

When planning your jungle look, first ask
yourself what sort of effect you are hoping
to achieve. An exotic border can be an
unapologetic riot of colour or something
more subtle and refined.

If you fancy a no-holds-barred explosion of
bold shades, good choices include the scarlet
Crocosmia‘Lucifer’, the yellow dahlia
‘Moonfire’ and the purple Gladiolus
communis subsp. hyzantinus.

For something less in your face, stick to a
soothing palette of green, silver and white
with the likes of Arundo donaxvar.
versicolor, white spider flowers (Cleome
hassleriana‘Helen Campbell’) and Dicksonia
antarctica. Or create an elegant, urban look
via the dark tones of Angelica gigas,
Gladiolus ‘Black Star’ and Colocasia
esculenta‘Black Magic’, alongside the paler
hues of Canna ‘Erebus’, whose soft pink
flowers bloom above huge glaucous leaves.

Whatever your chosen approach, your
jungle patch is certain to add some
otherworldly exotica to your garden.
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B Ficus carica Christopher Lloyd’s
favourite fig, ‘Brunswick’ (above) has
handsome leaves and sweet fruit.
Grow in sheltered sun and provide
winter protection.

B Canna ‘Phasion’ (left) Blazing
orange torch-like flowers complement
big bronze-purple leaves. Needs full
sun and winter protection.




How to create an

Exotic garden

6 essential jungle plants for beginners
i Jungiep St What to do now

Be inspired
Flick through
Exotic Planting

For Adventurous
Gardeners by
Christopher Lloyd
(£20, Y0 greatdixter
shop.co.uk) and
Encyclopedia of
Exotic Plants For
Temperate Climates
by Will Giles (£35;
Timber Press).

= " |

o g X 2 x .
Fatsia japonica AGM Dahlias
It may look like something from the Hot-coloured dahlias like the red-tinged
rainforest, but this evergreen is hardy. yellow ‘Spassmacher’ add to exotic
Glossy palmate leaves and white autumn schemes in late summer. Plant tubers
flowers. Grow in a pot or border. in pots under cover now.

Sow Zingy green
Nicotiana alata
‘Lime Green’

and Euphorbia
oblongata need
sowing in March,
in the greenhouse,
as do fiery Ipomoea
lobata, Tithonia
rotundifolia ‘Torch’
and aptly-named
Cosmos sulphureus
‘Bright Lights’

Pot up Get tender
corms (such as

SAR e ; the burgund
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Strictus’ Ipomoea tricolor Gladiolﬁs ‘Blch

This upright zebra grass adds movement, A climber with azure blue trumpet flowers Star) and rhizomes
sound and privacy; for arching growth, in summer. Grow as an annual in sheltered (like the orange
opt for ‘Zebrinus’ instead. sun. Sow seeds Feb-May under cover. Canna ‘Durban’

which has striped
maroon leaves)
into containersin a
warm greenhouse
or conservatory
during March.

Plant Spring is the
time to plant hardy
perennials, grasses
and shrubs for your
2 exotic border. Try
y ; - x Fatshedera lizei,
N

an evergreen Cross

4 — _
SR Do, . " P
. } . , . . between fatsia and
Yucca filamentosa ‘Bright Edge’  Cleome hassleriana ‘Violet Queen’ ;" golden
Towers of white bells bloom above sword-  This gorgeous annual produces handfuls of yellow bamboo

like gold and green evergreen foliage in strongly scented, pea-like magenta blooms Phyllostachys
summer. Plant in spring. Likes a sunny atop tall stalks during summer. Sow indoors aureosulcata f.
spot and can cope with drought. Jan-Mar. Deadhead for maximum flowers. spectabilis.
Suppliers of jungle’  Great Dixter Crocus
PP jung © 01797 254044 01344 578000 NEXT WEEK:
border plants Y0 greatdixter.co.uk/nursery Y0 crocus.co.uk Cotta geg a“i en style
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Hosta ‘Pu rple PACK

OF 3
FOR ONLY

£8 l 5
Plus p&p

Sensation’
Y

New &
Exclusive!

Elegant and unique - The ‘purple sensation’
hosta is exceptionally decorative with beautiful purple
flowers and a wonderful perfume that will help make
your garden stand out. Its striking, pale green foliage
makes it ideal to fill those tricky shady spots in the
border, or potted up in a planter for your patio.

Keep slugs and snails at bay!

Slugs and snails find hostas very tasty!

Fight back with this natural concentrate 2.5kg tub
that alters the taste of the plant and £9.95

makes it offensive to slugs and snails!
They won’t come back in a hurry!

=

www.bakker.com/hosta
call: 0844 481 1002"

Bakker®om

The joy of gardening starts here

*Calls are £0.07p per minute, plus your phone company’s access charges. Bakker.com, Company Registration 02366169.

Post to: Bakker.com, P.0. Box 113, SPALDING, Lincolnshire, PE11 QWL

Cat.No | Product Price | QTY | Total Grand Total
6774-33 | HOSTA 'PURPLE SENSATION' (pack of 3) £8.95 } £

6774-41 | Pireco Slugs, Snails & Caterpillars (2.5kg) £9.95

Please add Post & Packaging £5.29 m"ctﬁrfgmfnf:?é’f L”.Qﬁﬁnz‘_
[ I 'enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Bakker or: [] Please debitmy card ~ [] O
Card

mamber: | | [ [ [ [ [ [ [T T T[T [][]

Credit or Debit cards - Your card will be charged upon acceptance of your order.

EXPIRY DATE: SECURITY CODE Last 3 digits on back of card
NAME: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE: MOBILE:

EMAIL: TEL

Please tick this box if you do not wish us to pass on your details | Please note we are unable to (We may supply alternative I I E
to other companies who may have offers of interest to you. deliver to the Channel Islands varieties where necessary)

Superfast &
Long Lasting

WeedKiller

® tackles weeds quickly

® |ong lasting effect
against regrowth of
tough weeds

Superfast &
Lorfge sting

Always read the label and product information

Use plant protection products safely.
before use.

* according to OECD 301 F



Timelnc (with thanks to Audley End House and Gardens)
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p{ Growmg cauhﬂower under 1nsect proof mesh w111 help
Lo, to deter cabbage whlte butterﬂy wh1ch can wreck crops

Ask Christine! £
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Harvest curcls while
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How do I grow cauliflower?

My cauliflowers last year were a disaster. The few plants that survived formed
small, loose, discoloured curds. What am I doing wrong?

Ben Watkins, Solihull

C auliflower is not the easiest of crops to
grow but good soil preparation and a
bit of experience can help.

There are four main groups: spring,
summer, autumn and winter, but many
from each group overlap the seasons.

Sow successionally to ensure regular
cropping all year-round. Sow early-
summer cauliflowers in mid-autumn and
leave to over-winter under cover. Plant out
from mid-spring. Space plants 20in
(50cm) apart and allow 24in (60cm)
between rows. Harvest in mid-summer.

Sow summer caulis in early-spring
(now!) under cover and transplant in
mid-spring to harvest in mid-summer and
autumn. Space plants as above.

Early-autumn cauliflowers should be
sown in mid-spring for transplanting in
early-summer; harvesting in late-summer
to early-autumn. Space 20in (50cm) apart.

And autumn cauliflowers are best sown
in late-spring for transplanting in mid-
summer; harvesting from mid to late-
autumn. Leave 24in (60cm) between
plants and rows.

Cauliflowers need a sheltered, sunny site
on deep, moisture-retentive, free-draining
soil. Dig in organic matter in autumn
before planting. Soil should be firm but not
compacted. Start the crop off under
protection of a cold frame or cloche and

thin seedlings after germination to 2in
(5cm). Grow on in the seed bed or
transplant to small pots. Plant out after
hardening off if necessary when young
plants have five or six leaves.

Cabbage white butterflies are a problem.
Check undersides of leaves and remove
egg clusters, and grow under insect-proof
mesh to keep the butterflies out. Keep
crops weed-free. Water well throughout
the life of the crop, as checks to growth
will spoil curd formation.

Harvest successionally while curds are
small. If you wait until they all fully mature
you will have too many at once. If heads
become brown or start to open, you've left
them for too long.

Christine’s expert
cauliflower tips

ACIDITY

1\

=« - -t unur soll for best

B Check your soil pH. For growing
cauliflower, soil should be between pH
75 and 8. This will help to control club
root disease.

Timelnc

B When curds begin to form, bend older
leaves over the centre of the plant to
prevent curds from discolouring due to
exposure to sunlight, frost or snow.

ENSURE that cauliflower crops are
firmly planted. If you grip a leaf and
try to pull the plant out, the leaf should
brealk but the plant should remain
anchored in the soil.

If the plant moves in any manner, it
is not planted firmly enough. I use the
handle of a sledge hammer to firm the
plants in, ramming the soil around the
plant. This looks excessive, but it works!

Check caulis are planted flrmly
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How can I renovate my old rhodie?

My old rhododendron is now a very
large shrub, and is looking sick, with
bare branches. Would I be able to cut the
branches back and try to transplant?
Rita Morgan (via email)

It is possible to renovate old, straggly

rhododendrons. Most respond well,
but be cautious, and stage renovation
pruning over three or more years.

Firstly, keep your plant in its pot. Top up
the pot with ericaceous potting compost,
without burying the trunk, and keep the
compost moist, not wet, throughout the
summer. Feed with an ericaceous fertiliser
once a month from March to July.

Secondly, prune out one quarter of
the branches after flowering. Choose
the worst-looking parts — you might not

Wikimedia

" Iam sowing early-flowering

% annuals in raised beds as cut
flowers for my daughter's wedding at the
end of June. What soil depth do I need?
Christine Wilton (via email)

If raised beds are used for other
plants, I would recommend making
them at least 18in (45cm), but ideally 2ft
(60cm), deep, so the plants root deeply
and are less likely to dry out.
However, as they are only going to
be used for growing annuals, they can
be much shallower. Hardy annuals
can survive in quite inhospitable
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have to take them off at the base, maybe
higher up — until the plant has a pleasing
shape. Do this each year and see your
rhododendron transformed.

).

Will annuals grow in raised beds?

environments, sometimes with little soil!

The beds may need supplementary
watering, even if we have a lot of rain, as
the soil in them is limited to the moisture
that comes from above.

Sweet peas need a deep root run to
produce long-stemmed flowers, but
plants grown in containers will still
flower, just with shorter stems.

If might be best to choose plant
varieties that are recommended for
container-growing, or are of short/
medium stature, but I don't think this is
too critical, as the plants aren't expected
to perform until the end of the season.

b\ J

Compost for lilies

( [ want to grow Oriental lilies in

%! containers, but I don't know what
type of compost to use. Could you help?
Christina Feltham (via email)

All Timelnc unless stated

Happiest in acid, humus-rich and
free-draining soil in sunshine or light
shade, lilies have great appeal.
If growing them in containers, set
bulbs in loam-based ericaceous compost
and nourish their growth with Miracle-
Gro Azalea, Camellia & Rhododendron
Continuous Release Plant Food. One
application feeds for up to six months.
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My huge Phormium tenax and
‘Purpuriam’ collapsed and have
mould around them. Did the weather do it?

Verity Zikking, Gloucester

Their decline can probably be blamed
on winter weather.

Phormium and cordylines are not fully
hardy, and resent winter wet, so they have
probably succumbed to prolonged cold,
and wet soil.

Remove dead and diseased leaves and
wait and see if any regrowth appears in
the spring.



Let pots drain: Whatever you are growing
in containers, stand them on pot feet to allow excess |
water to drain away more easily.

Are plum trees OK for pot growing?

Can a ‘Victoria' plum be successfully
grown in a pot in Manchester, even
though it's quite far north?
Mrs Marlene Sawyer, Manchester

You should certainly be able to grow
this tree in a pot in Manchester, but I
would add a couple of provisos to this.

Trees in pots need more care than those
in the ground, as the roots are restricted
to the extent to which they can search
for water and nutrients. Also, ensure the
compost stays moist at all times during the
growing season, and even if it has been
raining it is worth checking to make sure
that enough has got into the compost.

The plant will also need feeding. This
could be achieved with slow-release
fertilisers or by top-dressing with fresh
compost each year, then mulching with
organic matter such as well-rotted
compost or manure.

Plants in pots are more vulnerable to
cold conditions than those in the ground
because the compost freezes more
quickly and stays frozen for longer. If you
experience deep or prolonged periods
of cold weather it is worth taking some
precautionary measures.

You could move the pot to a sheltered
position for the winter, close to a house or
other wall to protect the pot from the worst

Why are my seedlings already so tall?

I sowed French marigold seeds last
Thursday in a heated propagator,
and they are already an inch
tall. Should I still keep them
heated or not?
Chris Young

I fear that the

French marigolds
you sowed last Thursday,
which are now lin (2.5cm)
high, have, because they
are too warm, germinated
too quickly.

Hopefully, they do not have very

thin stems and have not expended

AG Expert hotline

Freephone
Call weekdays

from 12-1pm

Praes - < S

Too much heat leads to
leggy seedlings

© 0800 915 9891

CION B -3

Look after your pot ‘Victoria' | \
’\

X*

of the weather.

Secondly, you could wrap the potin a
blanket or other material to keep some
degree of frost off it. The tree itself is
perfectly hardy, but if its roots stay frozen
for a prolonged period it may have an
impact on subsequent growth. However,
don't cover the top of the pot as the
compost needs to breathe.

their energy, which will cause them to
collapse and die.
If they are very weak, discard
them and sow another batch,
), germinating seedsata
. lower temperature.
= If however, stems are
reasonably robust and
seed leaves are large
and well developed,
simply switch off the
propagator, remove the lid
and position containers in as
much light as possible; a south
or west-facing windowsill will help
plants develop strongly.

[s it true that

diluted soluble
aspirin solution is a
good feed for
broad beans?
Philip Evans (via email)

Some reports suggest Lt e
that diluted soluble .
aspirin provides a health Qv. ‘\~ —
boost to plants, especially if
they are stressed in some way:.
Diluted aspirin can also help seeds
to germinate, cuttings to root and cut
flowers to last longer in the vase.
It is important to take care when
spraying with aspirin solution not to
harm bees and other insects.

Last year I took a cutting of

Buddleja, and it has
grown out of control.
How should I prune it?
Margaret Burgess,
Exeter, Devon

If the parent
was Buddleja
davidii (butterfly bush), all
the flowered shoots should be cut
back to within 4in (10m) of the main
framework in early March.
If your shrub is really ‘out of control,
keep it in check by shortening intrusive
shoots by half.

Where can I can buy a few plug

plants from? [ can't find any
locally and had to order more than I
need through the post.
Mrs I Peet, llford, Essex

ﬁf Q -

Most garden centres

and nurseries will
be well stocked with plug
plants from now until
much later on in April.

If you need to order plug
plants by post again, I would suggest
that you get together with friends
before ordering, and see if they want
some too, to share the cost.

WRITETO US:
Ask Christine,

Amateur Gardening magazine,

Westover House, West Quay
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EMAIL US:
amateurgardening@timeinc.com

EXPERTS HELPLINE:
Freephone
© 0800 915 9891 (12 to Ipm weekdays)
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What's the problem

We have a fairly large Photinia (‘Red
Robin’), which has developed black
spots on the green leaves. I wonder if there
is a way to treat this problem?
David Sheldon, Bramley, Hants

I have looked closely at the
photograph you sent, and I think I can

reassure you that it is not a fungal leaf spot
that is the problem. This is good, because
as with all fungal diseases, fungal leaf spot
is challenging to eradicate.

The spots are simply a reaction to
the winter weather — cold, wet, windy
conditions affecting cell growth. Cells
get damaged and may die, hence the
blackened areas.

Photinias like sunny and well-drained
conditions, and struggle in shade and
high humidity. If you can do anything to
improve the growing conditions it might
help reduce the spots, but there will
inevitably be some winter damage if there
has been cold and/or windy weather.

However, as the problem is not a disease
it does mean that plant growth has not

What can I grow with blueberries?

I have an ericaceous bed of

blueberries that I want to edge with
hellebores and hostas. Do you think that
these will tolerate the ericaceous soil?
Gillian Rowancorner (via email)

In their natural habitat hellebores

are usually found on slightly
alkaline soils. However, I grow them
quite readily on my acidic soil, and the
advice generally given is that it really
doesn’t matter too much whether the

Hellebores are happy in most
nutrient-rich soils [
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D Sheldon

© 0800 915 9891
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With her team of experty John ﬂegu{, Auna Toeman, Dr Tane Bc'ngham

with my Photinia?
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being significantly weakened, and that
the shrub will quickly grow through and
mask the damage. The affected leaves are
unlikely to show signs of improvement, but
they are also unlikely to get worse, and any
with extensive damage are likely to drop
during leaf-shed in spring and summer.
The new growth will hide the older leaves.
Give your plant a boost by top-dressing
with granular fertiliser to encourage the
new growth to be strong and healthy.

soil is neutral or slightly acidic, as long

as there are plenty of nutrients. Avoid
poor, dry soils, peaty soils or waterlogged
conditions.

With regard to hostas, the Royal
Horticultural Society advises that liming
to moderate the pH to 6.5-7.3 is advisable
where soils are acid.

However, I can remember quite vividly
the hostas growing at Wisley in the same
part of the garden as rhododendrons and
azaleas! I looked a bit further and the
British Hosta and Hemerocallis Society
suggests that ‘Hostas will grow in virtually
any soil but do best in neutral to acid
loam, treated with humus and being well
mulched every autumn’.

Blueberries require a soil with pH4-5,
which is more than slightly acidic. I think
you will find that hellebores will grow
absolutely fine, but the hostas may not be
so successful.

In the autumn I
discovered that

weevil. Can I still use the
compost as a ;
soil conditioner? .
Edith Rutherford (via email) S

I suggest that you

eradicate remaining
larvae with BugClear Ultra
Vine Weevil Killer, or a nematode.

Alternatively, spread the compost on

a paved surface to expose the grubs, to
hungry birds. Make sure, though, that
you do not allow grubs to migrate back
into an adjoining bed or border.

I have a standard magnolia that I

would like to shape as a ‘lollipop.
When should I prune it?
Margaret Wilkins
(via email)

Shape the

‘lollipop’ head
by pruning lightly in
mid-summer after the
flowers have faded. Do
not prune earlier, before the tree is in
full leaf, as the cut surfaces will ‘bleed.
Evergreen magnolias can be pruned
in spring. After pruning feed with a
general purpose fertiliser.

If I grow a pineapple top, would
the pineapple be edible?
S. Brandon (via email)

Yes. Root the leafy tops of

pineapples in loam-based
ericaceous compost. It is a tropical
plant so a temperature of
not less than 66°F (19°C)
is required. Mist often
with tepid water.

Once it is growing well,
it takes around two years
to flower and at least
another six months for
the embryo fruit to enlarge and ripen. It
will then emit a sweet fragrance when
it is ready for harvesting.
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Fans of busy Lizzies should consider the big and bold New
A Guinea types — which are resistant to downy mildew
[] t id

Busy Lizzies

If you love impatiens for their flowering vigour but are worried about powdery mildew, the
growing range of disease resistant New Guinea types is the answer, says Graham Rice

OT so long ago, impatiens were
our most popular summer flowers.
Then, about five years ago, downy
mildew struck and almost wiped
them out from our parks and gardens. The
problem became so bad that some seed
companies stopped selling them altogether.
Now, varieties of Impatiens walleriana,
the susceptible species from which most of
our garden Busy Lizzies were derived, are
starting to reappear in seed and plant
company listings. So does that mean that
downy mildew is gone for good? Is it time to
welcome busy Lizzies back to the garden
once more, or should we still steer clear?
The answer is yes; and no. To clarify
things, who better to speak to than RHS
plant pathologist Dr Rebekah Robinson,
who has been following the latest
developments closely. “The disease has not
disappeared and there are still no chemical
controls available for home gardeners,” she
explains. “The reduction in numbers of
plants grown across the UK may well have
reduced disease pressure, and the odd plant
grown by a home gardener may remain
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disease-free. However, if I walleriana starts
increasing in popularity again, I suspect the
disease will become a problem once more.”
The good news for impatiens fans is that
plant breeders have been working diligently
to develop resistant varieties, and there is
now an increasing range of New Guinea

“They tend to
be larger, with
bigger blooms in
vibrant colours”

types that are not susceptible to downy
mildew. What's more, as Rebekah reveals,
some of them are so good they hold an RHS
Award of Garden Merit.

Available to grow from seed, plugs or
young plants, New Guinea impatiens tend to
be larger than traditional types, with bigger

If you touch the mature seedpod
of animpatiens it will fire the seeds
through the air, propelling thema
distance of up to 6m/20ft.
Inparts of Asiaimpatiens petals
were traditionally used to
make akind of homemade
nail dye or polish.

flowers — up to two inches across — in more
vibrant colours. The foliage is also bigger,
and more glossy. Some even have brightly
variegated leaves. Plants are happier in full
sun than classic impatiens, though less
suited to full shade.

Modern New Guinea impatiens make
superb container plants; they're especially
effective as specimens or in a mix of colours
without companions. They will also thrive
in sunny borders that don’t get too dry, and
their larger size means you need fewer
plants to fill the space. They appreciate rich
conditions and regular watering, and there’s
no need to dead-head.

In autumn, as frost approaches, you can
take cuttings and overwinter them indoors,
in a conservatory perhaps, where they’ll
often flower all winter. Just remember that
they do not like a dry atmosphere.

So rather than bemoan the fact that — for
the moment, at least — we've lost traditional
busy lizzies, it’s time to embrace the many
colourful New Guinea varieties you can
grow in your garden. Who knows, you might
find you love them even more.



4 New Guinea impatiens to try

Many are available as seed, but this is expensive, so stick to plugs or young plants

Mr Fothergill's

Divine Series

Makes substantial, well-branched plants
without pinching and comes in 12 colours,
some with rich bronze leaves. The four-
colour Islander Blend is particularly pretty.
Good in baskets and borders too.

Alamy

SunPatiens Series

Holder of five Awards of Garden Merit
(AGMs), SunPatiens plants come in three
styles (spreading, compact and vigorous) so
check the label before you buy. There are
some bright variegated forms. They thrive
in full sun but are less happy in shade.

Mr Fohergiil's

Florific Series

New this year in four colours (red, white,
violet and pink), the flowers stand above
the foliage and the leaves are neater than
those of Divine. Look out for the orange and
white bicolour coming soon.

Big Bounce Series

New this spring, this is the closest to
traditional impatiens in colour, growth and
number of flowers, but is more vigorous.
Plants are naturally spreading. They are
also more tolerant of drought — bouncing
back quickly if you let them wilt.

Suppliers

Brookside Nursery ©® 03333356789
“B brooksidenursery.co.uk

Mr Fothergill's © 0333777 3936
“ mr-fothergills.co.uk

Suttons ©® 0844 326 2200
“® suttons.co.uk

Thompson & Morgan © 0844 5731818

7% thompson-morgan.com

Hardy impatiens for

permanent plantings

For something completely different
try Impatiens omeiana. This lovely
hardy perennial impatiens has some
of the prettiest foliage you'll see, as
well as clusters of yellow summer
flowers. Resistant to downy mildew,
it's happiest in dappled shade, where
it will spread steadily. Available from
Plants For Shade (“Iplantsforshade.
co.uk; ®01963 32802).

Alamy

Getting started

M Order plugs or garden-ready plants
by mail order — although more
varieties appear in garden centres
every year, you're never quite sure
what will be available in your area.
The best time to order is now.

M More vigorous than traditional
types, these impatiens grow quickly,
so you'll need some guaranteed frost-
free space in which to bring them on
before you harden them off.

M Seed is an option for the Divine and
Florific Series, but it's not cheap and
the seedlings are susceptible to chills.
Seeds germinate best at 25°C (77°F),
then cool down once they're through.
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Gardening Competition

PEAR & Jackson's products have
become widely recognised for their
heritage and high quality.
Now the company has teamed
up with Kew Gardens to bring you an
exclusive range of digging, cultivating and
cutting tools.

Rigorously tested for performance and
quality, they are genuinely ‘used and
recommended by Kew’ horticulturists.

The Neverbend Carbon range of garden
tools feature a hammer-finished epoxy

THE KEW
) GARDENS
COLLECTION

arp Bypass Secateurs
or Ho o

coating for improved resistance to rust,
humidity and alkalis in the soil.

Harvested from FSC approved, well-
managed forests, the weatherproof
handles are made from the finest ash.
Every Neverbend Carbon product also
comes with a 15 year guarantee.

This week Spear & Jackson is giving
seven lucky AG readers the chance to win
the following:

A beautifully boxed three piece tool set
from the Kew Gardens Collection (£29rrp)

The Kew Gardens Collection
by Spear and Jackson

Choose the Spear and Jackson tools that Kew gardeners love to use

| COLLECTION
* () SPEAR & JACKSON
} W

—

consisting of weed fork, transplanting
trowel and hand trowel in Neverbend
stainless steel, with leather straps and
FSC-certified ash handles.

M A secateur and leather holster set
(£28.49rrp) featuring carbon steel blade
secateurs with metal anvil for improved
durability, adjustable cutting width and
ergonomic soft-grip handles for added
comfort. There’s even a belt clip so you
can always have them close to hand for
precision cutting of unruly growth.

H How to enter

Spear & Jackson is giving away a boxed three piece tool set
worth £29r11p plus a secateur and leather holster set worth
£28.49 to seven lucky readers. All you have to do to be in with
a chance of winning is answer a simple question on-line at

Enter online at

the AG address below. The winners will be chosen at random
from the correct entries and contacted by email within four
weeks of the closing date.

Closing date 1 April 2017. Full terms and conditions online.

Y8 amateurgardening.com/kewgardenscollection
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Naturall
Good For Youl

/ Take -2 tsp a day to aid digeston
Pure and unadulterated -
straight from the hive.

v/ Made by England's finest
bee farmers.

v Every jar inspected for quality
prior to despatch.

‘/ Delivered directly +o your door.

. ENGLISH HONEY /\)
AS NATURE INTENDE

100% PURE
ENGLISH HONEY

There’s no beating Haughton Honey’s amazingly 4 - -

sweet and delicious honey that comes from the You do one thing and you do it very well...
meadows, gardens, trees and farmland across the IT’S GORGEOUSL... I'll be back for more :)
English countryside. Pure unadulterated honey - David R, Northampton

straight out of the hive and never pasteurised,

leaving it full of all the natural enzymes and proteins A HONEY OF AN OFFER!

that make English honey so special. It's also cold .
extracted and coarse filtered to keep all of nature’s goodness intact. Buy 1 x 3409 jar for only £5.95

i
Every jar of Haughton Honey is different depending upon where the bees 2, Buy 1x 900g tub for only £12.95
I

and apiaries are located, what time of year it is and the type of flowers .
the bees are collecting their nectar and pollen from. 3 Buy 4 x 340g jars for only £19.95

Apart from enjoying it spread on your breakfast toast or crumpets or | Z. Buy a year’s

simply scooping spoonful’s straight from the jar, Haughton Honey makes / supply of 3409 jars

a succulent addition to many of your favourite recipes. Add it to \| o) = 5 2 for just £90.00"
&~

casseroles, sauces and dressings. And of course, honey is a well- /'@ (4 x 4 packs sent quarterly)
known healthy substitute for sugar in your drinks or on your cereal. iy & A30} *includes delivery
It's also believed to be a natural remedy for hay fever and other allergies 0, 3 W
and is often used on skin irritations and burns. “ﬁ& / FLAT RATE £3.99 P&P
\ <) for single or multiple items sent together. y
Feel the buzz! Contact us today! r====--===s=s======c==:== 4
1 % Post to: Freepost HAUGHTON HONEY
1 e RS — ltem Price |Qty| Total ||
JOIN THE CLUB [758J1[/5;]4 ' 5AUGHTON [1X340GMAR L !
o 1 HONEY 1 X 900G TUB £12.95 1
Are you one of life’s honey . I 4 X 340G JARS £19.95 I
monsters? Then why not join I PLEASE ADD P&P FLAT RATE | £3.99 1
the club to receive regular g | enclose Cheque/PO YEAR SUPPLY OF 3406 JARS| 200 00 1
deliveries of our sweet and 1 for € (4x4 packs sent quarterly inc delivery) : I
diverse raw English honey. 1 made payable to Haughton Honey Grand Total £ 1
Simply post the coupon to: : Or charge my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro/Delta, details shown below: :
Freepost HAUGHTONHONEY . [ [ [[[[TTTTTTTTITITN
Radmore Farm, Hall Lane, Haughton, Cheshire, CW6 9RJ e owe: SECURITY CODE Last 3 digts on back of card :
OI‘ Ca].]. us on: 0333 344 9233 (charged at the National rate) |NAME ONCREDIT/DEBIT CARD 1
Lines Open Between 8am-6pm Monday to Friday ] ADDRESS: 1
Alternatively visit us at: [ [
1 1
h h m 1 POSTCODE: MOB/TEL (REQUIRED): 1
aughtonhoney.com ' .




Tried & tested .@

We try beﬁ'mjou boy
Cold frames

Consumer editor Julia Heaton looks at frames
designed to protect against the weather

ROTECTING against and a great area for hardening-
frosts in spring, a cold off plants before they are finally
frame allows you to putin place outside. Here's
make an early start on another thought: why not use

growing your vegetable and
ornamental plants if there’s no
greenhouse to hand, giving you
alonger growing season. Cold
frames are also ideal for keeping
delicates out of the rain and
provide somewhere to over-
winter less-than-hardy plants.
Even if you have a
greenhouse, a cold frame can
still be an extra growing space

a cold frame to help dry off the

and shallots for storage?
Wooden frames are best
placed on a gravel or concrete
standing or raised on bricks
so that the timber doesn't
come in contact with the soil.
Remember, timber frames will
need treating with a suitable

FSC Wooden Frame
Gardman
£57.99 rre

© 01406 372227 -7 gardman.co.uk for stockists

Features
* % &k

Glazed with

twin-wall M‘lm m \!N “

polycarbonate, e T pg
this attractive | : /

FSC certified
timber frame has
a hinged lid with
locking stays

to aid access

and ventilation.
Weighs 9lbs 20z
(4.2kg) and has

anchoring to the

ground. W. 40in x
D. 26in x H. 15.5in
(100 x 65 x 40cm).

Performance
% % %k %k Kk
Fastest to assemble (less than 15 minutes) providing

a surprisingly rigid, yet lightweight, structure. Fitting the base
plates enabled the frame to be anchored to the ground with tent
pegs (not supplied) so it didn’t blow away in the wind. Two wing
nuts allow the lid to be lifted, held in any position for ventilation,
or secured shut.

Value * * % %

Not keen on flat-pack assembly? This is an easy one and it
provides a decent growing space.
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seeds of the peas and beans you
want to save, or to ripen onions

. three shelves.
i Adjustable metal

: secure the lid.

wood preservative from time to

time if you expect them to last.
By chance the weather

provided a Force 9 gale to test

the strength of our cold frames
— remember that frames should
be secured to the ground to
guard against such conditions!

Cold Frame 3
Spear & Jackson

£125.99 55

. © 01142814242 5 spear-and-jaclkson.com for stockists

Features

* % Kk X

This upright,
tanalised-

wood frame,
with twin-wall
polycarbonate
panes, measures:
D. 20in x W. 30in
x H.47in (50 x

75 x120cm) and
weighs 28lbs 6oz
(13kg). There are

struts position and

Performance
* % %k
Very attractive
and took only half
an hour to build. It offers flexibility — take out a shelf
to accommodate taller plants for over-wintering. But while
toggles held the doors closed in the gale, there is nothing
to stop them from blowing shut when you want to let air
circulate thoroughly.

Value * * * % *
It will never replace the greenhouse but as a cold frame it

. saves bending — there’s an advantage to having a shelved unit
¢ if you are less supple than you used to be.



Next week: Got a small garden that
needs watering and no outside tap?
Check out our space saving waterbutts

Modular Frame with Extension Kit — Two Wests & Elliott
£157.99 purchased as package + £4.99 delivery © 01246 451077 0 twowests.co.uk

Features * * * x %

Rust and rot-proof aluminium frame measuring L. 94in x W.25in
x H.18in (24 x 64 x48cm) with twin-wall polycarbonate panes.
Hinged lid can be fixed half or fully open or secured shut. Choose
frame with legs for soil anchoring or without legs for standing
on a hard surface. Extra 48in (120cm) extension can be added.
Weighs 261bs 4oz (12kg)

Performance
* % Kk K

More than 160 nuts and bolts were used in the construction and it
was back-breaking work. Plus, as the instructions were difficult to
follow it wasn't straightforward either. After three hoursof head ~ Value * * % % %

ensured it was not blown away in the gale! polycarbonate glazing.

scratching, the result was a cold frame that looks the business.It ~ Add extra lengths as required to ensure you have all the room
is impressively rigid and yet light enough to move. Leg anchors you need. Expect the aluminium frame to outlive the twin-wall

All prices correct at time of going to press and may vary at garden centres

Lacewing Wooden Frame

Primrose Go pOtty'

£64.99 . c499 getivery Get seed sowing underway in style

© 0118 903 5210 - primrose.co.uk .
Potting bench

2130 +£9.95 delivery

O - == Potting sieve
. . ; £1695 delivery from £2.85

© 0345 548 0210 -0 annabeljames.co.uk
Sophie Conran proves once again that tools can be both

Mia Fleur © 0116 2986393 5 miafleur.com
An attractive and versatile piece that could be used
for full-on potting up or simply displaying plants. It's
made from FSC approved pine wood, painted grey
with a zinc top, three drawers and three hanging

: hooks. Requires self assembly and stands W. 2ft 5in
b = (78cm) x D.1ft 2in (38cm) x H. 2ft 7in (83cm)

o=l

functional and beautiful. Designed by her for Burgon &

Features * * % Ball this sieve is just the right size for providing a gentle
Comprises untreated FSC certified timber and 4mm thick sprinkle of compost over seeds without displacing them.
polycarbonate glazing. The lid is hinged with non-adjustable Consists of a stainless steel head, brass ferrule and waxed
stick-props and the base is slatted. Measures: W. 48in x D. 24in x FSCbeech handle. 9% in (24.5cm) long.

H. 151n (122 X 61 X 3scm) We1ghs ].gle 802 (gkg) ..........................................
William Morris Potting

Performance * % % %

Had to buy timber preservative before work could begin. Staples Gloves £16.99.s395 delivery

used by the manufacturer to hold the planks together were loose The Oak Room © 01992 501040

and needed tapping down but then the build was quick — just 25 ‘8 oakroomshop.co.uk

minutes. You'll need to buy a latch to stop the lid lifting in windy Go for gloves with a vintage design. This one is

conditions — only the weight of plants on the slatted base stopped taken from a 19th century ‘Bower’ wallpaper

the whole frame blowing away during the gale. pattern by William Morris. Pretty yet practical the
gloves are 100% cotton and, as one size fits all,

Value * * % % % they re ideal gift-giving material. There's even a

Annoying that the timber was not treated but on the plus side it matching garden kneeler to go with them.

leaves you free to choose your own colour preservative.
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0 ¥
Fix stakes and tiesand all
other types of support
early forthelikesoftall |
% delphiniums, heleniums .
and some vigorous
% campanulas

!‘:' W -r' ._" ¥

[

e

Having lifted a decent clump of Persicaria Red
Dragon, grown for patterned, reddish-purple
leaves on plants 30in (75cm) high, I can replant
the whole thing or divide into several chunks
\ el 2 O 4 ‘It‘ ~

How to grow...

perennials

Perennials are springing into life, says Anne Swithinbanlk

HE scent of spring is in the airand
hardy herbaceous perennials are
returning to life after a winter rest.

The top growth of these non-
woody plants dies back in autumn but
rootstocks send up new shoots in spring,
making the likes of coreopsis, monarda and
rudbeckia a good investment.

Perennials like these have been enjoying a
fashionable moment, with whole ‘prairie
style’ gardens created by planting drifts of
them alongside grasses and bulbs.

Insmaller plots, they are used mainly as
colourful gap fillers around shrubs. Action
taken now will set your perennials up for the
rest of the summer.

Add new plants

Choose your favourites but for low
maintenance, match plants with positions so
they get the sun, shade, good drainage or
moist soil needed.

Whether divisions or from pots, I think new
plants should measure at least 4in (10cm)
acrossin order to hold their own and ensure
that they establish well.

Buying them as smaller plug plants saves
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money but pot them first into 50:50 John
Innes No 2 and a soil-less multi-purpose
compost and use your patio as a nursery.
When ready plant them out into good, well-
nourished soil.

Cutting back

The fashion forleaving spent flower stems in
place for winter is now widespread, best for
wildlife (more seed heads and insects) and
creates good winter outlines. Butlastyear’s
growth has to come off eventually and most
gardeners cut back during February.

Lift and divide

After afewyears, contented plants swell into
large clumps. Forked up, divided into
sections, cleaned up and replanted they form
impressive drifts or repetitions.

Division also rejuvenates stock and
improves flower quality. Drive two forks back
to back through the middle of a clump, pull
the handles apart and this prises the clump
into two, then more.

Alternatively, cut through the clump using
anold kitchen knife. Replant sections 12in
(30cm) apart in their groups.

4 and improves flowering
& 5>

.
7
N | &3 =%

Don'’t forget to mulch

FEEDING herbaceous perennials is

not always a good plan because soft
growth is more vulnerable to pests and
diseases and liable to flop.

What perennials really like is a 2-3in
(5-8cm) mulch of well-rotted compost
or similar, spread between them but
not mounded over their crowns.

=% . IR g
Division rejuvenates stock
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How to take basal
cuttings of perennials

B To propagate without
digging plants up, take 3in
(8cm) cuttings of new shoots
(some might already have roots
atthebase).

W Strike the cuttings grid-
fashion 2in (5cm) apartina
seed tray filled with 50:50 soil-
less multi-purpose compost
and grit or vermiculite.

M Cover soft leaves with
polythene or plastic and keep
out of harsh sun.

Anne’s four favourite
herbaceous perennials

st e L ’ .

Alamy
Alamy

Lysimachia
clethroides

Echinaceapurpurea

‘Pink Parasol’

Long-lasting spires of white
flowers in mid to late-summer,
have characteristically bent
tips. Plants can grow to a height
of 36in (90cm) and love to
growin clay soil.

Temperamental, but worth it
for theirlarge, pink daisies with
golden-brown ‘cones’. Plants
canreach up to 4ft (1.2m) and
prefer arich, well-draining soil
and sun or light-shade.

Delphinium Helenium
‘Summer Skies’ ‘Moerheim Beauty’

Delphiniumsloverich soil
and an open position. In their
second year after planting,

The mass of rich, coppery red
daisies suits a ‘hot border. May
need the odd bucket of water in

this cultivar produces drought, and staking, ora
magnificent spires of blue ‘Chelsea chop’ halfway through
flowers to 5ft (1.5m). stems at the end of May.

Gardening  Reader offer

. Lavender ‘Hidcote’
AV EWY

Carnation ‘Ever-blooming
Mixed' (Hardy)

ALTEM

Geum ‘Blazing Sunset’ | Coreopsis ‘Early Sunrise’
 co s ) coree
FILL your beds and borders with this bargain collection of
herbaceous perennials. Perennial plants bloom year after year.
Height: Up to 39in (Im). Spread: 18in (46cm). Supplied as plug
plants. Collection comprises: Lavender ‘Hidcote, Digitalis
‘Dalmation Mixed, Erigeron ‘Stallone’, Echinacea ‘Pink Parasol,
Verbena bonariensis, Scabiosa ‘Blue Jeans’, Aquilegia ‘Swan’
Mixed , Geum ‘Blazing Sunset’, Carnation ‘Ever-blooming Mixed’
(Hardy), Armeria ‘Mixed, Delphinium ‘Pacific Giants’ and
Coreopsis ‘Early Sunrise’

M Buy 6 of any variety for £5.99
M Buy 72 (6 of each variety) for £19.99 — SAVING £51.89

lines are open seven days a week, 9am to 8pm (Mon-Fri) 9am to 6pm (Weekends)
(voicemail at other times). Alternatively, please complete the coupon in BLOCK
CAPITALS. Remittance may be made by MasterCard, Visa, Maestro, postal order or
cheque (name, address and AG771Z on the back of cheque, please), crossed and made
payable to T&M. Offer available to readers on the UK mainland only.

All orders will be acknowledged by letter or email, advising you of the expected despatch date. This offer is subject to
availability. Offer enquiry line 0844 573 2021. Order lines are open seven days a week, 9am to 8pm (Mon-Fri) 9am to
6pm (Weekends). All correspondence concerning this offer should be sent to: Amateur Gardening Perennials offer,
Dept AG771Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX. Please note your contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan.
(Terms and conditions available on request). Closing date: 31st March 2017. Perennials despatched from March 2017.

ORDER FORM

Send to: AG Perennials Collection Offer, Dept AG771Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IPS 3BX

Code Product Price | QTY Total
6 of any variety (Please specify below)
- £5.99 £
TCK47606 | Perennial Collection x 72 (6 of each variety) £19.99 £
TCC47551 | Incredibloom 1x100g Sachet £4.99 £
TCC47552 | Incredibloom 1x 750g Tub £12.99 f
Postage £1.95
I enclose my cheque no Value £ Total | £

made payable to: T&M. (with your name and address on the back).
To pay by Mastercard/Visa/Maestro (delete as applicable) complete card details below.

My card number is
(Maestro only) Valid from Expires end Issue no.
PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS (=)
(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)
Address

Postcode
Telephone Date of birth

Amateur Gardening will collect your personal information to process your order and alert you of news, new products,
services and offers available from Amateur Gardening and from Time Inc. by email, phone and post. You can unsubscribe from
emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email. Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted by phone or post (]

Email

4 MARCH 2017 | AG771Z
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Every week in

Gardening

Crossword

...just for fun!

ACROSS

1Secluded valley, as in the
raspberries‘____ Prosen’and
‘____Ample’(4)

3 Tropical Indian fig tree,
Ficus bengalensis, with many
aerial roots (6)

6 A flower border with, say,
lots of bright shades and hues
could be described as being a
____of colour (4)

7 Genus of up to 300 species
of plants with showy flowers,
taking its name from the
Greek word for a rainbow (4)
8 To get out of a screen
situation, press this on your
keyboard, as in escallonia! (3)
11 These are variously also
referred to as mandarin
oranges, tangerines and
satsumas (11)

15 Area for plants, as in the

daylily variety‘___ of Nails’(3)

17 Precipitation, as in the
alstroemeria variety ‘Purple
"(4)

DOWN

1 Common name for Allium
sativum (6)

2 Strawberries (and maybe

raspberries) with meringue

and cream, make a right

public school mess! (4)

3 Hybrid cane fruit, from a

crossed blackberry, red

raspberry and loganberry

(5,6)

4 Americans refer to their

garden as this — and it has

three feet! (4)

5 Right now, every garden

bird is thinking about where

tobuildits ____ (4)

9 Unit of electrical current,

as in damping-off disease!
3

10 Make a small hole, fora
seed or seedling perhaps (3)
12 In the manner of a Salvia
officinalis, wisely speaking!
(6)

13 Collection of hard small

18 Intermediate class of edible materials, such as coarse

cherry, set between the sweet, dirt or ground rock (4)
dessert cherries and the ‘sour, 14 Another name for the
culinary cherries (4) fruit of the Chinese

19 A60s model — off atreeor ~ gooseberry (Actinidia
shrub perhaps! (6) deliciosa) (4)

20 Alchemilla is the mantle 16 Genus name for the
belonging to one of these (4)  banana (4)

ST\ 9T MDY T
110 £7A8eS 21 q1a 0T dwry 6 153N § PIex 7 AuaquasAog € uoig Z d1ren 1 NMOa
Ape10zAS5mL 6T NG ST

urey /[ pag Gl SeunuUaWa[) [ 953 § SUJ £ 100 9 UeAueg € US[) Z SSOUIY
SUIMSNY QUOMSSOUD

KEYWORD TO WORDSEARCH 349 (AG, 28 JANUARY)
COMPOSTS
AND THE WINNER IS: DARREN STEVENS, LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE
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Gardeners
1ea break

Prize draw

Peckish Daily Goodness Peanut Boost ‘
contains kibbled peanuts, which are
perfect for little beaks. It's enriched with
high protein beans to support growth . 3
and development — with added Calvita el
P “Eamasr "

vitamin mix, too. We have five packs (lkg) —7
Peckish

worth £4.99 each to give away to readers.
DAILY GOODNESS

See below for details of how to enter.

How to enter:

Send your name and address on the back of a postcard to
Peckish Daily Goodness Peanut Boost Draw, Amateur
Gardening, Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset
BHI51JG. Or you can email your details to ag_giveaway@
timeinc.com, heading the email Peckish Daily Goodness
Peanut Boost Draw. The closing date is: 6 March 2017.

___________________ -
1
Wordsearch
1
THIS I
I wordserch | B A1 S KN ABA S |1
| comprises 1
| gardening-related words A R B E E c H o I I I
beginning with ‘B’ They
I arelisted below; in the grid 1 T U B 0 U O B G L 1
1 they maybe read across, |
| backwards, up, down or I- E I- G Q B E E R L |
diagonally. Letters may be
' shared between words. L K B U M G E S E E 1
1 Erroneous or duplicate 1
I words may appear in the A C S A O A X O B B I
grid, but there is only one
I correct solution. After the W U B N T S N M L R I
| listed words are found there 1
| are eight letters remaining; 0 B I B O O T S L I 1
arrange these to make this
I week's KEY WORD. RAWORRAGBI Z|!
| I
, BAMBOO BSIREBRETBA|,
| BANKSIA :
BARROW HOW TO ENTER: Enter this week’s keyword on the entry ﬁ
| form, and send it to AG Word Search No 354, Amateur 354] |
1 BEECH Gardening, Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, |
BEGONIA Dorset BH15 1JG, to arrive by Weds 15 March, 2017. The first
| 1 wi ; 1
correct entry chosen at random will win our £30 cash prize.
| BELLIS |
1 BERBERIS This week’s Keyword is 1
I BILLBERGIA Address 1
I BOOTS '
I BOX 1
I BRIZA Postcode 1
| BROWALLIA g I
I BRUGMANSIA 4 1
| BUCKET <ne | o o l
1 BU LB s ;;ronc(; lsrsu:y ég{'(g;;li)];\tlittjil;h:; t(:'fy @atem Gardeningwill collect your personal information solely to h n
T e a4



The best begomas you'll ever grow

\,'-'?_‘ & Non stop, vibrant, cascading

=

“‘j : colour up until October

& Outstanding performance
whatever the weather

g & Easy to grow in sun or shade

& Fill hanging baskets, pots and beds
with large, luxurious radiant blooms

== AtThompson & Morgan we select only the best
" . W plants that will perform well in your garden year
< - after year and for 20 years cascading Begonia
Apricot Shades has been a customer favourite.
“ Each year there will be hundreds of extra large.
three to four inch blooms in the most vibrant
FaulHansord.— shades of orange and apricot to amaze you.
Horteulural Director Begonias thrive in the British weather growing in
sun. rain and shade. Only by growing this spectacular variety will
you truly appreciate why this is our best selling begonia. Plantin
beds. create sensational patio displays or fill hanging baskets with
cascading colour to create the most breathtaking features.

Our bestseller just got better!

~ Thishand blended Improved" version gives you a broader range
- of colours and 50% more colour-edged picotees - meaning even
more non-stop stunning colour and impact in your garden.

Begonia Apricot
Shades Improved
48 Plants
Was £23:96

Garden Ready Plants -
limited availability

Now also available in superb quality
garden ready plants to go straight into
beds or baskets. Just plant. water

NOW ONLY and enjoy!
5 Star Customer Rating £ll | Hanging Baskets
99 Your new Begoma Apricot Shade's will
A wonderﬁ_Jl su_ccess! 30 gardeﬁ' ready plants and two —. gzl;ﬂt;rfvaftrz-rfl;r;gszsei? ?;Ol?s:; arket
Sty ARl SRR | HURRY OFFER MUST
SEMoss. Bury, August16 END MARCH 18th 375¢m (14°/4°) diameter:

L] S, -
Plug plants supplied from April. garden ready from May/June.

To place your priority order visit: WWW. thompson-morgan.com /T SO P 125 6 O

thompSOIl When ordering online please use order code TSOP1256 to access our special offers

S YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
. : back wi t to b d
&Morgan Te:0844 573 7414 5 ana o you money bk evanyouto e
Experts in the Garden Since 1855 Maximum call charge for BT customers is 7p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary. ;rrc;mwgs.sg ,ye‘i“.jfk',l‘;w aor?;/o\,\r,]:'ﬂ%;gig ;gﬁ?er
Please send to: Thompson & Morgan, Dept TSOPI256, Poplar Lane. Ipswich, Suffolk. [P8 3BU. [ 053 G R f7a0 ey PGy (e
Ea ORDER CODE Product Code [tem Description Price  Qty  Total
I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to “Thompson & Morgan' for £ TSOP1 256 Begonia Apricot Shades Complete Basket Collection
30 garden ready plants, 2 baskets, 200 Incredibloom®
Name TJ78002P | gEst VALUE PACK - WORTH £39.95 - SAVE* £15 | #2499
TJ70924 | Begonia Apricot Shades Improved, 12 plugs £5.99
Address TJ16811 | Begonia Apricot Shades Improved, 24 plugs SAVE* £3.99 | £7.99
TJ16812 | Begonia Apricot Shades Improved, 48 plugs SAVE* £11.97 | £11.99
TJ47467 | Begonia Apricot Shades Improved, 30 Garden Ready £14.99
FREE 2017 |"755082P | 2« Hanging Baskets (14% diameter) SAVE* £5 £14.99
Postcode Telephone Plant, Seed - —
’ TJ47552 | Incredibloom® Fertiliser - 750g Pack £12.99
Email and Bulb - -
Catalogue Please debit my: (] Visa [J Mastercard (J Magstro P&P| £4.95
This will help you track your order online and receive regular order updates Out Now! | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | Grand
Occasionally we make our mailing list available to other reputable organisations. If you prefer not to be included in mailings from . Total

. . Please send me
other carefully selected companies please tick . By providing your email address we will be able to contact you quickly in the . . .
event of a query with your order. You wil also receive our reqular email newsletier with all our latest special offers. If you donot My free copy [] Csv Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.
want to receive our email offers please tick . We DO NOT pass email addresses or telephone numbers to any third parties. Offer (Iick box)

subject to availability. We reserve the right to substitute varieties if necessary *Please note that savings are based on the equivalent . s .
of multiples of the cheapes! pack size. © 2017 Thompson & Morgan or request ontine.  Cardholder’s name Expiry Date /




Planting
Conu b [na a'ofn‘f ..........................................................................................................................................

5 border ideas for sprlng

What better way to shake off
the winter blues than to start
planting for the season
ahead, says Louise Curley

Euphorbia, tulips & ribes

FOR a sunny, well-drained spot use flowers and foliage in colours that pack a punch.
Choose a spring-flowering deciduous shrub such as the flowering currant Ribes x
gordonianum, and combine with vibrant tulips and wallflowers (garden centres will be
selling pots of tulips and wallflowers about to come into flower over the coming weeks).
For extra oomph, add a sun-loving euphorbia.

HE lengthening days and the

warming soil mean the coming

weeks are the ideal time to start

planting for spring. And if you want
to add zing to your borders you'll find
there’s a fantastic selection of star
performers to choose from at your local
garden centre right now.

New plants will look small for a year or so
until they become established, but they
will still add interest and colour in their
first season. Tempting though it is, don't
make the mistake of planting perennials,
shrubs and trees too close together in order
to create instant impact as the plants will
compete for water and nutrients. Instead,
give them room to grow — you can always
fill in any gaps with bedding plants and

“Give them room to
grow - you can fill
gaps with bedding”

Wallflowers and tuli

pot-grown bulbs from the garden centre.

To ensure your spring plantings get
the best start, prepare the ground by
incorporating well-rotted manure or
compost. If you make your own leaf mould,
add this to any shady planting areas as
doing so will replicate the conditions these
plants love. If you garden on clay soil mix
some grit into the planting hole for plants
that like good drainage, such as tulips.

After planting, firm in and give plants a
good watering. It is important to keep new
additions well-watered in their first year,
particularly during any dry spells, and to
stay on top of hoeing in between the plants
so that weeds don't take over.

When choosing spring planting partners,
think about colour combinations. And don't
ignore plant labels; these have valuable
info that will ensure your choices provide
interest — be it flowers or foliage — at the
same time for maximum impact. They will '
also tell you if they need similar conditions, Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii
such as shade or sun, and moist or dry soil. P
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FOR exquisite spring flowers position a Japanese quince (Chaenomeles) against a
north- or east-facing wall or fence (it likes shelter). Train its unruly woody stems onto
wire for a tidier look, and underplant with the nodding bonnets of an aquilegia and the
graceful stems and heart-shaped flowers of dicentra. Finally, add in a shade-loving
Geranium phaeum for useful ground cover, interesting foliage and pretty flowers.

’

Dicentra ‘Valentine’

Alamy

) Bergenia, lily of the valley, tiarella & euphorbia

CHOOSE cool, sparkling whites to lighten and brighten a dark corner. Combine the delicate
bell-shaped flowers of lily of the valley with a white-flowered cultivar of elephant’s ears
(Bergenia) such as ‘Bressingham White’ and the bottle brush-like flowerheads of tiarella.
For contrast, plant alongside the chartreuse flower buds of a shade-loving evergreen
euphorbia like Euphorbia amygdaloides var. robbiae.
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Planting
conbinationd

Primulas, ferns & hostas

YOUR best bet for a moist, slightly shady patch of ground, perhaps by a pond or stream,
are plants with lush spring foliage. Look for ferns such as the ostrich fern, and team
with large-leaved hostas. Then inject some bold colour by adding to the mix some
candelabra primulas like the striking Primula japonica ‘Miller’s Crimson’

Variegated hosta _ oy NG , Miller’s Crimson’ Q Fg
: S ol = e - R LRBBAL 2

g
PR R 3

oA\ Sweet woodruff,

fox

&/ pulmonaria & hellebores

THIS collection of plants will provide a vital source of nectar for bees emerging after winter
hibernation. Each loves dappled shade, with the sweet woodruff (Galium) forming a pretty
carpet of green foliage and sweetly-scented, white star-like flowers. Combine with a

purple or white-flowered pulmonaria and a creamy-white or green-flowered hellebore. Hungry bees will
appreciate any

nectar-rich
spring plants

+ &

-
\‘\

Galium odoratum |

Alamy
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Do you find yourself struggling to read for any length of time?

Revolutionary light gives you back
crystal clear clarity and vivid colourr.

Choose from
Floor or

Unique Daylight Wavelength Technology
projects all of the light onto the page

Words are crisp and clear

Reading is easier and much more
enjoyable

Recommended by over 400
independent qualified opticians

Delivered fully assembled

5 year guarantee

At last a light that performs, not just illuminates.

Serious Readers is a British company totally dedicated to the purity
of light and as our name implies we take it, well - rather seriously.

models G ﬁu’ﬂﬁr};\
4 /3 " \) So much so, we design and build our reading and task lights like no
S &/ other. Whilst other lights rely on aesthetics as much as light output,
ST et

our primary focus is on performance. In fact, our lights are used by
surgeons, forensic scientists and fine art restorers — basically anyone who

See the needs to see clearly and accurately.
difference At last a light that values your sight, not just how it looks.
for YOUTSCH: Every aspect of a Serious Light is designed to help you see easier, better and
RISK FREE for longer.
for 30 days ® The High Definition light with adjustable brightness

® Flexible and firm neck directs light where you need it
® Extra long cable means you can place the light where you want it

“It’s like having @ A sturdy base holds the light stable
a ?mmd nev;; Over 250,000 people have already seen the light.
pair of eyes! That’s how many we’ve sold to customers in over 60 countries worldwide.

Ms Sherliker
Surrey

LY
(Y
B

LY

Used by professionals as well as the general public, Serious Lights are valued
and respected wherever they’re used.
Now it’s your turn.

98 people out of every 100 who have tried a Serious Light have been so
delighted they’ve chosen to keep it. We’d like to offer you the same opportunity

Special offer %
Purchase a Serious \‘
Light by 01.04.2017

& get a FREE portable =
reading light & accessories, %

for up to 30 days in the comfort of your own home. Delivered direct to your
door, it comes fully assembled - all you have to do is plug it in. If you’re not
completely amazed by the difference it makes to your reading we’ll refund you
your money — no questions asked.

worth over £100. QUOTE
PROMOTION CODE
4723. WHEN ORDERING
ONLINE ENTER 4723

AT THE CHECKOUT.

For advice or to request a brochure

CALL FREE 0800 085 1088

or visit seriousreaders.com/4723

Readers

Brighter by Design




i 0 u l' le tte l'S L‘ Write to: Jenny Bagshaw, Amateur Gardening Westover House, West Quay Road,

Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG or email: amateurgardening@timeinc.com

Wllth JeW Bathaw ..........................................................................................................................

e - £ V)) Practical advice
A world ‘T 2 4 . ‘#, \etter WE love the great information our local

garden centre gives us each week to help us

of colour =3

; Steve Giblin, Penarth,

HILST looking for o : South Wales

o - %

32 ;;t(;?l:r?a?ebjrd( 3 PSS K . : ¢ Jennysays.. Sobetween yourlocal garden
Gardening (12 Nov 2016 \ b -’ g:ntr;;a"r,lél /:)(t; istlzl(’)a\l,(:;:?]ll tipsand adviceId
issue) I saw the letterand N S Yy 8 '
picture from Jay Robinson -ji A .. B AL\
extolling about the rewards x - " j
of growing acers. L ~ak .

Aswe have a fairlylarge 4

collection of acers ourselves,
Ithought I'd share a couple
of pictures of some of ours
with AGreaders. Taken of the
view down our driveway, the
first picture shows their late
spring colour, and the
second how they change to
glowing fiery colours in their
autumn shades.

They're a delight all season
as they provide such a
changing colour scheme.
Mrs M Littlewood,
Stourbridge,

West Midlands

2l “fis Wees WERTHER
N B -
3 M

doss For THE WEEK

Jenny says... Even in my
tiny garden I've made room
foranacer. They come in
such a variety of leaf shapes
and colours that I believe
they're worth having in any
size garden.

THE names of plants and
seeds that you write on
plantlabels havea
tendency to wear off.
However, this won't
happen if you paint over
thelettering with clear nail

Full of beans!

MANY thanks for the £10 voucher I received
after you published my letter and digi picin
AG 28 January, which I had great fun
spending with my three year old son Rufus.

I took him to choose some seed potatoes
and vegetable seeds, and also bought a
small windowsill propagator, so that he can
help raise some plants with me.

He seems to be very keen anyway as,
unbeknown to me, he planted some of the
bean seeds from a musical shaker he made
atnursery in one of our houseplant pots. As
you can see they've started to come up
which he's very excited about.

I've heard of a kitchen garden but a sitting
room garden might be taking things a bit
too far!

Annie Dack,
Swannington, Norwich

varnish once the ink has dried.
Rachael Major, Wooburn Common,
Bucks
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Our Star Letter wins £40 in National Garden Gift
Vouchers; tip of the week, £10; other letters £5
(£10 if we use a photo you've sent).

Spring’s on its

way - but so
are the bugs!

I WAS delighted to see the delicate
flowers of my Cyclamen coum waking
up in the sunshine.

Ididn't notice at first but this earwig
had also woken up to share the
warmth! It made me think ‘ere we go’
with the joys of another springtime!
Iona Chisholm, Lichfield,

Staffs

Jenny says... The best way to trap
earwigs is to stuff a pot with some
straw and leave it upside down nearby.

DURING the months when the trees are
mostly leafless Ilodge pieces of red glass
where the occasional ray of sunshine will
shine on them.

The colour fades with time, but for two

I'm alright Jack

ILOVE Ruth Haye's pages in the magazine
and followed all her tips for growing salad
leaves in the winter (AG14 Jan issue).

[ felt very smug when the iceberglettuce
supermarket shortage hit the news, asI've
been picking lamb's lettuce, kale, chard and
spinach beet all winter. I've even found
some rocket this week which had somehow
miraculously survived the frosts!

Mrs Sue Willkes,
Northwich, Cheshire

Vouchers can be bought and redeemed at over
2,000 UK outlets offering more than 90,000 garden plants
and products. Visit /8 thevouchergarden.co.uk for details.

arm glow on a cold winter's day

or three winters I enjoy the glow of the
sunon the red glass - a cheap but
cheerfulidea.

Mrs Patricia Holden, Williton,
Somerset

Editorial complaints

We work hard to achieve the highest standards

of editorial content, and we are committed to
complying with the Editors’ Code of Practice

(“B ipso.co.uk/IPSO/cop.html) as enforced by IPSO.

If you have a complaint about our editorial content,
you can email us at complaints@timeinc.com or
write to Complaints Manager, Time Inc. (UK) Ltd
Legal Department, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark
Street, London, SE1 OSU. Please provide details of the

material you are complaining about and explain
your complaint by reference to the Editors’ Code.
We will endeavour to acknowledge your
complaint within 5 working days and we aim to
correct substantial errors as soon as possible.
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FAVOURED FUCHSIAS | / hayl()ft

\] PINK BALLET GIRL

.

SWINGFIME

SEN o

UCHSIAS WILL BECOME YOUR FAVOURITE PLANT after you have grown this incredible trailing

collection. Three varieties have received the Royal Horticultural Society’s Award of Garden Merit
which means you are assured of exceptional garden performance. Flowering from May to October,
often longer in sun or part shade. These giant flowered, floriferous fancies bloom non-stop whatever
the weather. We have included PINK BALLET GIRL as the final flourish, a MUST-HAVE BRAND NEW
INTRODUCTION for 2017 - incredibly vibrant, violet double flowers top off this perfect collection with
their dancing, swirling skirts, highlighted by baby-pink tubes and sepals.
Buy 12 plants to fill three or four baskets, 24 will fill six to eight! Plant by variety as specimen baskets
or mix together, as pictured. Grow in any well-drained soil in baskets or containers. Supplied as
young plants in April with growing instructions and your no-quibble guarantee.

To order visit hayloft.co.uk/ag or call 0844 335 1088

PLEASE SEND

12 PLANTS
(3 of each) YPFUS12-AG0917 12
24 PLANTS

Postcode (6 of each) YPFUS24-AG0917 | £15

P&P (UK ONLY)

Email Tel
By advising us of your email address we will be able to send all of our special offers. SEND THE COUPON TO:
Please tick here if you prefer not to receive offers other than from our company []

Hayloft Plants

| enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard [] Visa [] Maestro []
FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG

cocre [ | [ LT DIEEL IR EIEE T Jesvl [ ] ] pensham, pershore wrio 3He

Please enter the

: igi All orders will be personally confirmed
last 3 digits of
Card expiry date D]jj Issueno Dj Start date D:Ij] Seacsu"'ty gdseicysmr- by return with a copy of our 2017
_ FREE caloque T eAAag forveur
Signature
FREE catalogue.

HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB
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guide to
online.

We tell you
everything you
need to know

very day, more and

more women are

playing online bingo

- not just for the fun
games but also for the great
community. But if you’re new to
online bingo, it can be daunting
knowing where to start. To help
you get going, we've put together
this guide to Woman’s Own Bingo.

Whatisonlinebingo? It’s just like
traditional bingo, except you play on your
computer or laptop. So you can play in
comfort at home wheniit's convenient to
you and win cash prizes.

How do I join? Visit womansown-bingo.

co.uk, register and pick a member

e Collecting your bonus

acomputer,you
can play select
ames on your
mobile phone
or tablet

1
2

name and
password. Then
deposit money
into your account
to buy tickets and
play games. If you
deposit £10, you can
buy up t01,000 bingo
tickets!” You're always in control
as you decide how much to deposit and play.

Welcome Bonus. When you join
Woman'’s Own Bingo and make your first
deposit, you'll get a 250% Welcome Bonus.
For example, if you deposit £10, we'll give
you an extra £25 FREE-PLAY*, so you'll have
£35to play with. That’s a lot of bingo —up
t0 3,500 games! So the greater your first

Join the fun by visiting
womansown-bingo.co.uk
Register your details and enter
promo code WO11FEB

Deposit just £10 to play and we'll
top it up to £35!

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 13,500 games based on Tp games. *New

i i ired. Minii
customers only. Registration required
t,lder. UK only. Valid until 31 March 2017. Youmust

wagered four times before wi

mum £10 deposit. You must be 18 or
enter the code WO11FEB
ept the Welcome Bonus when you deposit £10 to

250% Welcome Bonus — max £100. Bonus must be
thdrawals. Wager and cash-out requirements

apply. See full T&Cs at womansown-bingo.co.uk. Play responsibly. For more
information, visit gambleaware.co.uk.

A > Onlinebingoisjust
as exciting as the
traditional variety!

deposit, the bigger your bonus — you can
get up to £250! When you make your first
deposit, don't forget to tick ‘Yes’ to accept
the Welcome Bonus.

HowdoIplay? It'ssosimple—thereare
games to fit every budget and you can play
lots of them from 1p. Once you've bought
your tickets, the cost will be deducted from
your account balance. During games, your
numbers get marked off automatically —so
you never miss a number!

HowdoIget my winnings? Winnings
are immediately credited to your account.
You can then withdraw your winnings. It’s
quick and easy to make a withdrawal. Just go
to the Withdraw page in the My Account
section for details. Plus, if you have any
queries, the friendly customer support
team are ready to help 24 hours a day.

Chatrooms.)ust like going to abingo
hall, you can make new friends with other
players. You can have a laugh and natter
with the other Woman’s Own Bingo
members while your games are playing out.
Plus the chat hosts are on hand to help, and
they also run chat games and quizzes
where you can win a few extra pounds.
Simply type comments in the box next
to the game tojoinin. If you're shy, you
don’t have to chat — you canread along
and still have fun. Why not get playing
and chatting today? ®

Based on 1p games.

You could be awinnertoo at
womansown-bingo.co.uk




www.clipnhang.com |  GRAZERS/ |

View our range of “instant fit” hanging basket, pot holder and
bird feeder brackets for:-
Concrete/Wooden Fence Post - Fence — Trellis — Drainpipe

o,

A FORMULA

GRAZERS/

“, i
f } ! :

5 Zi |
2 for £14-49 incl. postage 2 for £17-99 incl. postage
Buy online or telephone 01268 544003

www.grazers.co.uk info@grazers.co.uk  tel: 01768 800 555

If the worst happens, | know that | When I'm not here to love him,

Dogs Trust will care for him. | know Dogs Trust will be.

Now I've got my free Canine Care Card, | have complete
peace of mind. It guarantees that Dogs Trust will love and
look after my dog if | pass away first. Dogs Trust is the UK's
largest dog welfare charity with 20 rehoming
centres nationwide and they never

put down a healthy dog. 4@'\)0@\%\
Apply now for your Canineca"e

st wil 2
;’ 2837 0006

FREE Canine Care Card.

cal: 020 7837 0006
or email: ccc@dogstrust.org.uk

Please quote “333372" or complete this coupon:
Service only available for residents of the UK, Ireland, Channel Islands & the Isle of Man.

[ ] Yes I'd like to apply for my free Canine Care Card

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other

Address

Postcode 333372

Many of our supporters like to receive updates about our work and how they can support us. If you
do not wish to receive further information from Dogs Trust & Dogs Trust subsidiaries tick this box.

N @iuc with
"SRAA{EAML&

—
Please send this coupon to: } @ 9

Freepost RTJA-SRXG-AZUL, ® D T

Dogs Trust, Clarissa Baldwin House, \\“"’ Ogs rUSt
17 Wakley Street, London, EC1V 7RQ

No stamp required WWW.dOgStrUSt-Org-uk

All information will be treated as strictly confidential Reg. Charity Nos: 227523 & SC037843




Get thelook
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= "% Circular island beds are filled with a range of

i® perennials and allow plants to blur the edges of E

. the garden for a softer look at Brooke Cottage
7 )

[ )

L
oy

No view? Make plants the stars

Barry Davy’s garden next to a railway station is a horticultural oasis that’s just the ticket

IVING next door to a train station

has its plus points — not least being

able to get out of the house and

onto a train in double quick time
—butitlacks a certain something when it
comes to views. Fortunately for Barry Davy a
collection of mature trees and a 12ft tall
leylandii hedge were already in place to
block out overhead cables and other railway
paraphernalia when he moved into his
1830’s home in Handforth.

Over time these features have provided
the foundation for his garden, which wraps
around three sides of the house and consists
of atrio of distinct areas. Barry’s favourite is
his woodland garden, a lush collection of
foliage beneath silver birches, acers, holly
bushes and an oak tree, the canopy of which
has been raised over the years to ensure
there’s plenty of dappled light for everything
growing underneath. Bordering it is a mixed
hedge containing rhododendron, holly, yew,

“The paving slabs
are from the original
railway platform”

hawthorn and privet.

Averdant and calming environment, the
space is a magnet for birds, aswell as a
choice spot for some of his favourite plants,
including more than 20 ferns and a variety
of hostas. “This part of the garden is in shade
for half of the day and gets the sun in the
afternoon,” says Barry. “Here the most
important thing is foliage because it’s
around far longer than flowers and gives
structure, contrast and texture”

As afoil to the woodland area, the back

garden is full of hot colours inspired by
Christopher Lloyd’s planting at Great Dixter.
The influence of the Dutch garden designer
Piet Oudolf can also been seen in the
naturalistic combinations of grasses and
perennials, particularly in the two island
beds and long border. “The lawn has been
gradually whittled away,” Barry explains.

A south-facing patio completes the trinity,
with its York stone paving softened by potted
plants such as ligularia, hosta and daylilies,
along with a small pond. “A neighbour told
us that the paving slabs are from the original
railway platform — they have holes where
the railings were and are 3ft square, 4in
thick and very heavy,” Barry says.

“Overall our garden is a very inward
looking space,” he concludes. “Some
people have fantastic sweeping views but
we don't have any of that, so I have to make
sure that vision stays in the garden and
doesn’'t wander”
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Make plants the stars

i Pull together plenty of pots to
bring a patio to life. Barry uses

JJ an irrigation system to ensure
iy every plant gets the right

- /,/ ",’ ) amount of moisture

i Replace pi’oblem areas of lawn with &
% stone sets, like these granite squares Syi
| that Barry has laid in a circular design | &5

"

§ ] el
Fill up with foliage: choose trees, shrubs and
perennials with contrasting leaves to create
layers of colours and textures, as Barry has
done in his woodland area il T
v FIET AT
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Brin home ideas from famous
¥ gardens. Inspired by Great Dixter a long
border is filled with grasses and

perennials including Geranium k

.
\1

psilostemon, Aster x frikartii § A8
=

‘Monch’ and Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ s
o . i/-.

area with lush plantings of nchly—coloured
perennials. Barry’s are planted in pots
linked to an irrigation system

.‘\ ‘ \‘\\..‘
e

Use a statue to createa focal point. =
and evergreen honeysuckle (lonicera),
to soften its edges |J - amrgr oo

Bl ' S A
f"" A SN
SN AR
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Getthelook

Ddeaf fo'n gorgedus gandeu,.j’

4 breathe. The south-east facing %

back garden has layers of Crocosmia &
‘Lucifer, Hydrangea ‘Annabel,

mlscanthus grass and euphorbla -

opting for realistic-looking wood-effect

4 concrete slabs for paving —it’s ideal for a L

Meet the owner

OWNER Barry Davy

ADDRESS Brooke Cottage,
Church Road, Handforth,
Cheshire SK9 3LT

GARDEN SIZE Less
than quarter of an acre
wrapping around three
sides of the house

ASPECT South-east facing back garden
SOIL Acid
VISITED July

SPECIAL FEATURES Plant-filled garden
next to railway station. Woodland and
container gardens plus naturalistic borders.
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Enjoy these great subscription benefits:

e Never miss a FREE SEEDS giveaway (in season)
¢ Enjoy the luxury of home delivery

¢ Get exclusive rewards for subscribers every month. work for you o

Tips for healthy hippeastrums

G Subscribe online at 0330 333 1113
amateurgardeningsubs.co.uk/11XP Quote code: 11XP

7 days a week from 8am to 9pm (UK time)
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Gardeni Classifieds
a enlng Call 01252 555345 or email Chloe.Lummins@timeinc.com

BULBS PLANTS & SEEDS TREES & HEDGING

SNOWDROPS IN THE GREEN
2017 Catalogue rmor [|/GSEE—_—_
OUT NOW! i e, Dol Snonarors L cidpuie

..... £14 per100 SPECIALISTS

EASY 1O GROW P English Bluebells £12£9|r;re:?|%00 Over 300 Apple varieties plus Cherry, Plum,
P - ARAMIS ROSE BLOONS < " ‘;'v P ) IS S s o 100 Pear, Peach, Nuts etc.
. 4 _AWSUMMER LONG, B L8, rocu per Also a wide selection of Soft Fruit Plants
Spend £20 and receive Bundle of Joy . \ Aconites . £8 per 50 including Grape Vines plus Kiwis, Hops and Figs.
lilies worth £12.99 for only 99p % ™. Miniature Daffodlls ....£8 per 50
1 » £ Miniature Tulips ..£8 per 50 o
£7 per 50 50% off all apple trees

Buy any 2 bedding packs and save £4 P " Dwarf Iris
1 s = Snowflakes........cccoeveieiccicininnes £10 per 10

Buy any 3 young plant packs and save £5

DEACONS NURSERY (AG), GODSHILL,
All bulbs top quality ISLE OF WIGHT PfO38 3HW
infe seryfruits.co.uk

p&p free make cheques & postal orders
payable to Anglia Bulbs,

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

. -
i [ 3 ( \ NATIONWIDE DELIVERYj
RequeSt. your FREE Unwins Catalogue today unwms Lords Lane, Wishech,Cambs. PE13 4TU .‘ Tel: 01983 840750
at uUnwins.co.uk or call 0844 573 8400 Phone 01945 410966 or 01983 522243
Monday-Friday 8.30am-6.30pm, Saturday-Sunday 9am-4pm. Calls cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company's access charge. Credit and Debit cards a“epted

Chelsea Gold Medallists

GARDEN WILDLIFE

OUT NOW! =

4
4

FR.EE P&P on orders over £40

www.westcountry-nurseries.co.uk
oy m PPPLISE ORDER YOUR FREE CATALOGUE

email: info@westcouniry-nurseries.co.uk Bl oo Bi?ds &%
or 0800 440 28 28 » ¥

GARDENING EQUIPMENT

Westcountry Nurseries

Request your FREE Bakker

Catalogue today by calling Quality Equipment for Greenhouse and Garden
03 44 48 1 1 00 1 We stock a massive range of products with many exclusive to us including Cold Frames © Pots

Monday - Friday 8.30am - 4.30pm. Calls costs 7pp plus our company's access charge. Heaters  Cloches * Polytunnels * Garden Fleece * Insulation ¢ Greenhouses And Spares * Raised Beds

or email customerservice.uk@bakker.com Greenhouse Benches ¢ Timber Sheds ¢ Shelving * Growbag Supports ¢ Propagators  Lighting © Trays

FRE_E mandarin orange tree with your Cl;c'he . Therostats . Sc:il Cables  Plant Supports * Fruit Cages ¢ Thermometers ¢ Netting * etc
first order! - QUOTE PROMO CODE: HA 5 4

Bakker®om .

~ o
The joy of gardening starts here - 3
s s oy v sy || Tig@) \N@sts & ENORE .o e 15,5
Over the past 42 years we have developed our own range of top quality products. W!%
ESTS

All made by hand to the highest standards, we also offer a custom build service,
where our skilled craftsmen can make a special size or unique design for a perfectfit.  Design

NEW defager

Summer Bulbs & Plants

Order direct online at
www.dejager.co.uk

to get a 10% discount Wire Anchors on Concrete Posts & Easy Trellising
For a FREE Catalogue Tel: 01622 840229

(GREENHOUSES |
S SAINTPAULIAS GREENHOUSES

AND UNUSUAL

ACCESSORIES

Quick & Easy Solution to fix wires to concrete posts
No drilling - simply clamp 2 halves together
Two sizes to fit most posts

d -

HOUSEPLANTS S Factory Wire Anchor  Internal/External corners, End brackets, Pot Holders
A catalogue which includes D i rect

Main stockist of Gripple Trellising System

new Streptocarpus
varieties for 2016,
Achimenes, Begonias,

hime Free Delivery
Primulina, Coleus and

exotic houseplants. The Greenhouse People Ltd - -
Pines tlphonsor e s Rivelin Glen Products
ease telephone or write to: - i . y e i > . iveli
ST11 9BR re Anchor fitted www.rivelinglenproducts.co.uk

Dibleys Nurseries, Dept AG, Llanelidan, \ wi info@rivelinglenproducts.co.uk
Ruthin, Denbighshire LL15 2LG 0800 093  for FREE brochure pack with Gripple System Tel: 0?246'?;51777

Prices

Tel: 01978790677 www.dibleys.com 3297 www.greenhousepeople.co.uk
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Call 01252 555345 or email Chloe.Lummis@timeinc.com

CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR

La.rgest range
> ..;.3,\‘ of g'reenhouses
. 35 ationwide

\ the |ncred|blysensnble
" W* greenhouse company

For our FREE brochure

Fantasy
Fuchsias
Pot, basket or hardy.

All named all different.

Send 2x 1st class
stamps for catalogue.

Fantasy Fuchsias,
PO Box 1LA,
Department AG,

P

erilla

for the finest British Alpaca socks

Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE99 1LA.
Freephone 0800 980 4732
www.isgreenhouses.co.uk

We offer you the complete
@Feasy()) range of quality
wide fitting footwear
available for women

and men in EE, 4E, 6E
and 8E width fittings.

for your FREE catalogue call
01933 311 077 or visit
www.widerfitshoes.co.uk

FREE RETURN SERVICE for all UK orders
ACCESSORIES

www.perilla.oo.uk

tel: 01886 853615

EVERLASTING amazon
wouens ANTIMICROBIAL PRODUCTS W

Freshaflora

Fresh cut Flowers can live
up to twice as long!

Fresha flora uses microbial silver
with 5 underlying catalytic metals
which create a highly active and
permanent anti microbial surface.
Just top up the water, no need
for water changes.

Reusable.

Without I;;esh;flora With Freshaflora

Order at www.aquamidas.com
£9.95 INCLUDING FREE WORLDWIDE DELIVERY




Toby Buckland &
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/] Some plants are hardier and will ’

withstand a blast of icy weather

M Never move pots when they are
frozen as it can bruise leaves and
damage roots.

-
" Hardening off can help plants to survive cold | "; —_
weather. Others need wrapping for protection + = X

Timelnc / Getty (inset)

-
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Hardening off can be critical to a plant’s survival, says Toby

HERE'S a man in our town who goes

down to the beach and takes a swim

in the sea every day of the year.

Even when Arctic winds cut

across the shingle and ice dusts the dunes,
he’s down there taking the plunge.I'd have
aseizureif I dipped a toe, as such tolerance
takes time to build.

The same can be said for plants. At this
time of year, nurseries and garden centres
sell pot-grown senetti, primroses and
bulbs. In the normal scheme of things they
wouldn't be in flower, but thanks to clement
conditions inside nurseries, polytunnels
and garden centre plant areas, their buds

“Hardening off is
akin to dipping your
toe before a swim”

are bursting as if spring has sprung.

The thing is, it hasn’t. And if you were to
buy them and trowel these treasures
straight into cold, wind-exposed soil, the
shock could kill them. This is where
hardening-off, a process akin to dipping
your toe before a swim comes in.

Whenever you buy evergreens and plants
in flower, give them time to find their feet,
especially if the forecast predicts a blast of
cold weather.

Books recommend a fortnight of putting
newly acquired indoor-grown plants on to
the patio during the day and bringing them
into a cold greenhouse or cold-frame for
the night.

If this is too much work (and for most
gardeners it is) do the next best thing and
leave out of the wind against the house wall
where latent heat from the brickwork will
keep off the frost. After a week (ideally two)
they’ll have toughened up and be better
able to cope with the cold.

WOODY plants survive a
freeze by allowing ice to
form in parts of their stems

that don't get damaged, between

cell walls and away from living tissues.
Some hardy evergreens have tougher
cells that don’t rupture in the cold — you
can feel this difference between tender
basil and conifers (right). Hardy plants
can concentrate their sap by removing
water in autumn, making it more ‘salty’.
This lowers the point at which it freezes.

M e Laitai

B Keep compost of tender plants on the
dry-side and don't start feeding until the
weather warms-up properly.

Some plants are naturally hardier than
others (see below) and I always thought that
was the case with the sea-swimming man.
According to him though, anyone can do it.

“After six dunkings the human body
becomes accustomed to the cold,” was his
wistful thought on the matter. “Although
even then you don't enjoy it, so much as
turn a blind eye to the discomfort”.

And if that hasn't sold you the idea of
taking a winter swim, I don’'t know what
willl I'll hold your towel.
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Scented and Evergreen

e best winter clematis
you'll ever grow

@ Delightfully fragrant

® Lush, all year round foliage

® Flowers December to February
® Customer favourite

b

Clematis ‘Winter Beauty
1 x 2 litre potted plant - Was £19:99

Q@ | row¥l6.99

i HURRY OFFER MUST END MARCH 18*

Clematis ‘Winter Beauty’ This superb.
sought after evergreen with dense rich green
foliage and waxy. snow white blooms bears

its delicately fragrant flowers in the depths

of winter. The foliage. which keeps its vibrant
leaves throughout the seasons. is so lush. that
you'll thinkits summertime all year round! The
thick luscious nodding bells emerge as soft pale
green buds, turning white as they mature. Plant
this energetic Clematis 'Winter Beauty against

- ' i awarm house wall so that you can appreciate
Howyolr2lice its winter flowers and fragrance from your
potted plants window. This popular variety will appreciate a
will arrive sheltered site. Height: 4m (I3ft). Spread: 1.2m

(4). Pruning Group: |
Dispatched as well established plants
in 2 litre pots for instant impact whether
planted directly into borders or large |
containers. Supplied 60cm high.
Delivery March.

Tower pot Supportive frame.
specially designed to train plantsinto |
pillars of colour on your patio. Each pack |
contains; | pot (38cmy/15in diameter.
30cmy/12in high).1 pot saucer and a 2 part
frame. Total height of pot & frame:

13m(4). Was £1999 Now £14.99
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v TJ73323 |Clematis ‘Winter Beauty’, 2 litre pot x 1 WAS £19:99 £16.99

Address TJ78516P | Clematis “Winter Beauty’, 2 lite pot x 2 WAS £39:98 £24.99

TJ47569P [ Tower Pot™ Pack (with saucer, pot and frame) WAS £49:99 (£14.99
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